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TOM TAT

Sen Dolta la mot trong nhimg |& héi truyén théng tiéu biéu clia cong dong ngudi Khmer tai huyén
Loc Ninh — D6ng Nam BO cling nhu viung Déng bang Séng Clu Long — Tay Nam B va cac vung
khéc. Lé hoi biéu dat nhiéu nét van hda dac séc, bao goém: cac phong tuc tép quén, tin ngudng,
nghe thuat, cadc méi quan hé cong dong, dac biét la cach ing xU véi cac linh hon 6ng ba t6 tién
clia nguai Khmer. Mac du cé cting nguén géc va y nghia véi cdng déng Khmer & viing Béng bang
Séng Cliu Long - Tay Nam B6, nhung do tac dong bdi nhiéu yéu té nén bén canh nhing tuong
déng, & hoi ctia ngudi Khmer & Loc Ninh con cé nhimng nét van héa dac trung. Trén co s tiép can
quan diém so sénh va ly thuyét sinh thai van hoa, két hop phuong phép dién da dan toc hoc, két
qua nghién ctu cho thdy, 1& hoi Sen Dolta ctia ngudi Khmer & ving Loc Ninh - Binh Phudc da cé
su bién d6i, dong thai hinh thanh nhimg nét dac trung, khac biét so véi ngudi Khmer cac ving
khac, nhat la so véi ngudi Khmer & mét s6 dia phuong viing Béng bang Séng Cliu Long - Tay Nam
B&. Bé&n canh cac yéu t6 nhu: hoan canh lich sti, xa hoi, giao luu va tiép bién vdn hoa gilta cac toc
ngudi,... thi nhing dac thu vé diéu kién tu nhién, moi trudng sinh thai la nhing tac nhan chinh
hinh thanh nhiing nét van hoa dic trung ciing nhu lam bién déi 18 hoi Sen Dolta ctia ngudi Khmer
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tai Loc Ninh — Binh Phudc cing nhu & ving Bong Nam B6 hién nay.
Tu khoa: | hoi Sen Dolta, ddc trung, bién déi van hoa, ngudi Khmer, Binh Phudc
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Tai viing Pong Nam B9, Khmer la toc ngudi thudc
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nhoém ngén ngii Mén - Khmer, ¢6 chung ngudn
4 gbc voi ngudi Khmer & Campuchia ciing nhu ngudi
Khmer ¢ Pong bing Song Ctiu Long (PBSCL) - Tay
6 Nam B¢ va cac vung khac. Tai viing Pong Nam B9,
ngudi Khmer xudt hién vao khodng tii thé ky XV -
XVI, cu tra cht yéu ¢ 02 tinh Tay Ninh va Binh Phudc.
o Tuy nhién, giai doan nay, s6 cu ddn Khmer & ving nay
con rét it &i, thua thét [, tr.35]. Tai tinh Binh Phuéc,
cho dén dau thé ky XVIII, ngudi Khmer méi cu tri tap
trung tai cac huyén: Nha Bich, Loc Ninh, Pong Xoai,
bong Phi, Chon Thanh. Khao sat tai Loc Ninh cho
théy, da s6 ngudi Khmer & day la cu dan chuyén cu tu
céc tinh DBSCL - Tay Nam B0 va Bién Hoa - Dong
Nai, vao khoang d4u thé ky XIX [2, tr.56]. Theo tong
diéu tra dan s6 va nha & nam 2019, ngudi Khmer &
s Dong Nam B0 ¢6 s6 dan 172.477 ngudi; trong d6 Binh
Phuéc 6 19.315 ngudi, va Tay Ninh ¢6 9.932 ngudi.
Hién nay, Khmer la 01 trong 13 dén tdc tai Loc Ninh
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1 — mot huyén mién ndi nam & phia Tay Béc ctia tinh

X

dan toc thiéu s c6 24.461 ngudi, chiém 20,88% dan
s6 toan huyén. Nguoi Khmer ¢6 2.148 h¢/9.127 khau,

o

chiém 41,5% trén tdng s6 dan toc thiéu sd; ho sinh
s6ng & hau hét cac xa, va mot s6 it & thi trén 4.

Trong tién trinh lich sti, ngudi Khmer & viing Loc
Ninh - Déng Nam B¢ da hinh thanh va phat trién
mot nén van hda véi nhiéu gia tri dac trung. Do 1a
nén vin hoéa viia mang yéu t6 nui riing, viia c6 yéu
t6 ctia van hoa song nude. Trong d6, Sen Dolta la 1&
hoi truyén thong mang nhiéu nét van héa déc trung
tiéu biéu ctia ngudi Khmer & ddy. Nhu ngudi Khmer
& vung Tay Nam B9, 1€ hoi nay ciing dugc hinh thanh
va tich hgp tti 03 16p vén héa: van hoa déan gian, van
héa Ba La Moén, va van héa Phat gido [°, tr.140] [©,
tr.54]. Tuy nhién, do tac ddng bsi nhiéu yéu t6, nén
bén canh sy tuong dong, Sen Dolta ngudi Khmer Loc
Ninh con6

c6 nhiing nét vin hoéa dic trung, khac biét, nhit la
nhiing dic trung tin ngudng thé hién trong cach ting
xU v6i linh hén t6 tién 6ng ba cta ho qua thuc hanh
1€ hoi. Mot trong nhiing nhan t6 tic dong lam bién
d6i cing nhu hinh thanh nét dic trung vin hoa 1& hoi
ctia ngudi Khmer ¢ Loc Ninh - Déng Nam B¢ chinh
la ddc tht vé di€u kién tu nhién, mdi trudng sinh thai,
x4 hoi ctia ving dat nay.

V& diéu kién tu nhién, so vi ngudi Khmer & céc viing,
dia ban cu tru ctia cong dong ngudi Khmer & Loc
Ninh - Dong Nam B¢ c¢6 nhiéu khac biét. Néu nhu

Trich dan bai bao nay: Buc T M, Diing T. Vai nét dac trung trong I& héi Sen Dolta ciia ngudi Khmer &
huyén Loc Ninh, tinh Binh Phuéc hién nay . Sci. Tech. Dev. J. - Soc. Sci. Hum. 2024; ():1-8.
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dia ban cu tru ctia nguoi Khmer & viing Tay Nam Bo
chu yéu 6 ving dong bing véi nhiéu sdng ngoi, kénh
rach, va ho da c6 qua trinh thich ting véi moi truong
sinh thai trong 6n dinh va phat trién doi séng van héa
- xa hoi; trong khi ngudi Khmer & Loc Ninh - Dong
Nam B¢ sinh s6ng cht yéu & viing d6i nui, véi da s6
cu dan tl cdc vung khac chuyén dén. Khi chuyén cu
dén vung nay, d€ sinh ton va phat trién, ngudi Khmer
budc phai sdng tao nhiing yéu t6 méi d€ thich ing véi
diéu kién, hoan canh ¢ moi trudng mdi. Khong chi
sang tao trong hoat dong kinh té, cic sinh hoat vin
héa tin ngudng ctia ho déu phai diéu chinh, thay d6i.
Chinh nhiing tic nhén nay da tic dong lam bién dai,
dong thai hinh thanh nhiing nét dic trung van héa
ciing nhu 1& hoi truyén thong ctia cong dong Khmer
noi day.

Khdo ctiu tai liéu cho thdy, cho dén hién nay, cac
nghién cttu vé€ vin héa va 1€ hoi ctua ngudi Khmer &
Nam B¢ - Viét Nam déu tdp trung cht yéu & vung
Dbong bing 6ng Ciu Long - Tay Nam B9, nhu: Lé
Huong (1969) v6i Ngudi Viét goc Mién; Lé Cong Ly
(2010) v6i Yéu t6 nudc trong 1€ hoi Ok-om-bok ciia
dong bao Khmer Dong bang Séng Ciiu Long; Ha Thi
Thily Duong (2013) v6i Chinh sdch bdo ton va phdt
huy gid tri vin héa cia ngudi Kho me 6 Tay Nam Bg;
Lé Vin Lai (2015) v6i Bdo ton, phdt huy cdc gid tri
tot dep ctia van héa Phdt gido Nam tong Khmer viing
Tay Nam Bg; Lé Thuy An (2017) v6i Yéu t6 nudce trong
1é Chol Chnam Thmdy cia ngudi Khmer Tra Vinh -
Tiép cdn ly thuyét vin héa sinh thdi; Mai Ngoc Diép
vOi Mot vai nét tuong dong vai di biét gitia vin hda
Khmer Tra Vinh va van héa Khmer An Giang;...” 12,
Trong khi do, cac nghién ctiu vé€ van héa 1€ hoi nguoi
Khmer & Loc Ninh - Binh Phuéc ciing nhu 6 Dong
Nam B¢ van con rat khiém t6n. Noi dung cac bai viét
nay chtl yéu nhdm gi6i thiéu, miéu ta vé dién trinh
1& hoi nhu: Buc Ngu (2017) v6i Lé hoi Sen Dolta ciia
dong bao Khome Binh Phudchodc ban vé van dé bao
ton va phat huy gid tri 1& hoi cia Tran Ding (2020)
vGi Bdo ton va phdt huy gid tri vin héa 1€ hoi Sen Dolta
ctia ngudi Khmer & huyén Loc Ninh, tinh Binh Phudc
trong bdi cdnh hién nay hay trinh bay céc dic diém cta
1 hoi truyén théng cta Tran Ding (2021) véi Nhdn
dién bdn sdc vin héa dan toc ciia ngudi Khmer qua 1é
hoi Chol Chnam Thmay & huyén Loc Ninh, tinh Binh
Phudc>!314 ... Cé thé néi, hién nay chua c6 nghién
ctiu chuyén siu vé cac gia trj ddc trung cting nhu phan
tich nhiing bién d6i cta 1€ hoi truyén théng ctia cong
dong Khmer & Loc Ninh - Dong Nam B¢ so v6i nguoi
Khmer & cic vung khic. Do d6, thong qua nghién
ctu thyc trang thyc hanh 18 hoi Sen Dolta ctia ngudi
Khmer tai Loc Ninh, trén co s& tiép can ly thuyét sinh
thai van hoa, bai viét phan tich, so sinh lam ro sy

tuong dong va khdc biét trong 18 hoi cia ngudi Khmer
tai huyén Loc Ninh so v6i ngusi Khmer 6 mot s6 dia
phuong vung Tay Nam B¢; dong thoi phén tich, ly
gidi cdc nhén t6 tao nén nhiing nét vian hoa dic trung,
ciing nhu nhiing bién d6i trong 1€ hoi ctia cdng dong
Khmer tai Loc Ninh - Pong Nam B¢ hién nay.

PHUONG PHAP NGHIEN CUU VA LY
THUYET TIEP CAN

Phuong phap nghién citu

Bén canh st dung hé théng phuong phéap nghién ctiu
dan toc hoc/ nhin hoc, khai thic tu liéu thuc dia bing
cac ky thuat dién da, tiép xdc truc tiép véi cong dong,
nghién ctiu nay con dp dung phuong phép tdng hop,
phén tich tailiéu va so sinh nhdm 1am ré nhiing tuong
dong va di biét ciing nhu ly giai nhiing ddc trung van
héa 18 hoi Se Dolta ctia ngudi Khmer ¢ Loc Ninh
- bong Nam B9 so v6i ngusi Khmer & mot s6 dia
phuong ctia ving Tdy Nam B¢ trong bdi canh hién
nay.

Quid trinh dién da tai dia ban nghién cttu - huyén Loc
Ninh, ching t6i chtl yéu dp dung phuong phap dinh
tinh véi ky thuit phong véan sau, phong van héi c6, va
thao luan nhém vdi cach chon mau c6 cha dich qua su
hé trg cta cac gia lang, cac nha su, céc cdn bo xa, cac
vi trudng 4p, va nguoi dan dia phuong,... Cu thé, tu
thang 10/2019 dén thang 07/2023, ching tdi da thuc
hién 25 cudc phong van sau va thio ludn nhém véi
nhiéu d6i tugng, bao gom: can bd dia phuong, nha
su, gia lang, ddc biét la ngudi dan Khmer trong cac
cdng doéng, phum soc,...; chung t6i da truc ti€p tham
dy cdc 1€ hoi truyén théng ctia ngudi Khmer & hai xa
Loc Khanh va Loc Hung. Bén canh d6, chiing t6i con
nghién ctiu khao sat cong dong Khmer tai cac huyén
Tan Bién va Tan Chéau - Tay Ninh; dong thoi khao
sét, tim hiéu ngudi Khmer & cic tinh Tra Vinh, Kién
Giang ving Tay Nam B d€ so sanh ciing nhu phén
tich, ly giai nhiing nét tuong déng va di biét trong 1&
hoi Sel Dolta ctia ngudi Khmer & cac viing nay so véi
ngudi Khmer tai ving Loc Ninh - Pong Nam Bo.

Ly thuyét tiép can

Bai viét tiép cin va vin dung cic quan diém ly thuyét
sinh thai van hoéa cta Julian Steward vao viéc phan
tich, luin gidi nhiing nét dic trung trong 1& hoi Sel
Dolta ctia ngudi Khmer 6 viing Loc Ninh - BDong Nam
B0 so v6i ving DBSCL - Tay Nam Bd. Theo cdc nha
nghién ctiu, ly thuyét sinh thdi van héa ctia Steward
tap trung vao sy thich nghi cia cic nén van hoa riéng
biét v6i cic moi trudng cu thé; tai Viét Nam, ly thuyét
nay da dugc cac hoc gid 4p dung vao viéc giai thich
cho sy hinh thanh céc yéu t6 vin hoa gén véi céc dia
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phuong cu thé [1°, tr.74] [, tr.63]. Nhu vay, c6 thé
ndi, vin hda sé phan anh moi trudng séng ma nd hinh
thanh, ton tai; moi trudng tu nhién va moi trudng xa
hoi cting anh hudng dén céc dic diém vin hoa. Do
vay, van héa ctia mot cong dong hodc mot toc ngudi
sé chiu su chi phdi béi méi trudng tu nhién va moi
trudng xa hoi dang ton tai. Hay néi cach khac, qua
trinh hinh thanh, ton tai va phat trién ctia cic cong
dong toc ngudi & moi viing mién khéc nhau déu 1a két
qua ctia qua trinh thich nghi v6i mai trudng ty nhién
va x4 hoi cta ving mién do.

V6i hudng tiép cin nay, ching toi tip trung phan tich
ly giai tic dong cia moi trudng sinh thai dén van héa
1& hoi Sen Dolta ctia ngudi Khmer & Loc Ninh; dong
thdi nhdm lam ré nhiing dic trung, bién doi cta 1é
hoi, chung t6i dat 18 hoi trong tién trinh phat trién
chung cta lich st ma tdc nguoi nay da trai qua, tli
lac hinh thanh dén phat trién va bién ddi. Diéu do6
dong nghia v4i xem xét 18 hoi Sen Dolta clia ngudi
Khmer & Loc Ninh trong nhiing diéu kién, hoan canh
cu thé va so sanh chung v6i1é hoi Sen Dolta ctia ngudi
Khmer ¢ m¢t s6 dia phuong ctia viing Ty Nam B9,
nhdt 1a trong béi canh hién nay. Mt khéc, dé tai xem
xét 1€ hoi trong tuong quan véi chti thé van héa va véi
céc diéu kién cu thé tai dia phuong cing nhu véi cac
toc ngudi lang giéng (ngudi S'Tiéng, ngudi Kinh,...),
va ca d6i v6i ngudi Khmer & cic dia phuong khéc,
nhit 13 d6i sanh v6i ngusi Khmer & céc tinh Tra Vinh,
Kién Giang viing Tady Nam B9. Bén canh dé, cac yéu
t6 thoi gian, khong gian, cling nhu cac mdi lién quan
cta 1€ hoi ¢ nhiing giai doan lich st khac nhau, téc
dua trén co s¢ dong dai va lich dai cing dugc dit ra
trong nghién ctu.

KET QUA VA THAO LUAN

Thuc trang thuc hanh 1€ héi Sen Dolta cia
ngudi Khmer & huyén Loc Ninh hién nay
Nguén géc va y nghia Ié héi

Déi v6i ngudi Khmer, Sen Dolta c6 nghia 1a “1é cting
ong ba’, con goi 1a 1& “Xa toi vong nhan’, va “cé cung
y nghia v6i 1 Vu lan ctia nganh Dai Thiia” [ 9 tr.57] la
1€ héi 16n nhét trong 03 1€ hoi truyén théng ctia ngudi
Khmer & viing Binh Phuéc - Pong Nam B¢ ciing nhu
vung DBSCL - Tay Nam B9, va cic ving khac. Thoi
gian dién ra 1& hoi dugc 4n dinh trong khoang tii ngay
15 - 30 thang Bhadrapada theo Phit lich, tuong ting
v6i thing 08 Am lich hing nim. Riéng ngudi Khmer
Loc Ninh - DPong Nam Bo con goi Sen Dolta la ¢
ciing lia mdi. B6i thoi diém nay, ngudi dan bat dau
thu hoach vu lda ray, va ho muén dang cung lén ong
ba t6 tién nhiing bat com con thom mui lda méi dé
ta on 6ng ba t6 tién da cho ho mot mua boi thu, no

du. bong thoi, “cing lta méi 13 cing lua dau cho t6
tién, ong ba, cha me d€ nhé on ho da sinh ra minh”
[Nguon: Phong vén sdu ong Lam U, 84 tudi, xa Loc
Khanh, thing 10/2019].

“Cai d6 thi noi chung theo ngay xua thi c6 lam ray 4,
ngudi ta tinh theo cdi lda ray la ta thu hoach lua ray
1én la ta noi lda méi, cho nén la cing lua méi, nén
goi 1a Sen Dolta. Ong néi ba noi ong ngoai ba ngoai
minh nao gid vdy d6, r6i minh ciing cung theo ludn”
[Ngudn: Phong vdn sau 6ng Lam P, 57 tudi, dp Soc
nho, xa Loc Khanh, thang 10/2019].

Nhu ngudi Khmer & cdc viing khac, ngusi Khmer &
Loc Ninh ¢6 tin ngudng “van vat hitu linh”, tuy nhién,
t6 tién ong ba c6 sy anh hudng, tic dong nhiéu nhit
dén moi mdt trong doi séng clia ho, ddc biét 1a doi
v6i doi song tinh thén, tin ngudng. Vi véy, sau khi
ong ba cha me qua doi, con chau phai t6 chiic tang
1 theo phong tuc, nhdm gitp cho linh hon 6ng ba,
cha me ctia ho s6m dugc siéu thoat, va c6 mot cudc
séng day du & thé giéi bén kia. Tuy nhién, viéc tho
cung 6ng ba t6 tién ctia ho cé nhiéu khac biét so véi
céc toc ngudi khac. Trude day, sau khi 6ng ba, cha me
va ngudi than trong gia dinh, dong ho qua ddi, ngudi
Khmer & Loc Ninh khong 14p ban the, ciing khong
t6 chiic cung gi6 vao ngay mat hing nim (nhu ngudi
Kinh va céc tdc ngudi khac) ma ho chi t6 chiic 1€ cung
tuéng nhé 6ng ba t3 tién vao nhiing dip 1é, trong do
Sen Dolta 1a 1& cing 16n nhit danh riéng cho 6ng ba
t6 tién ctia ho. Sau d4, khi tiép xdc véi van hoa Phat
gido, ho con quan niém: 6ng ba, cha me ciing giéng
nhu cic vi Phat trong gia dinh, con chau phéi biét on
sinh thanh, duéng duc khong nhiing phai chim soc
ong ba, cha me lic tubi gia, stic yéu, ma con phai t6
chtic cing 1€ chu déo theo dung phong tuc khi 6ng ba,
cha me qua d6i. Do véy, ngoai viéc t6 chiic 1€ cling tai
céc gia dinh, dong ho, nguti Khmer con tham gia t&
chtic cling 1€ tai cdc ngdi chua; boi ho tin rang, néu
dugc cac vi su sai thuc hién theo cdc nghi thic Phat
gido thi nhiing udc nguyén cua ho sé thém linh tng,
linh hon 6ng ba, cha me ctia ho sé dugc hudng phude
b4u nhiéu hon,...

V& ngudn gdc 18 hoi Sen Dolta, ¢6 hai truyén thuyét
luu truyén trong cong dong Khmer tai ving Pong
bing Séng Ctiu Long — Tay Nam Bo. Truyén thuyét
tht nhdt, c6 nguoén goc tii tin ngudng dan gian, cho
rdng: ngly xua & ving Dong bang Séng Cuu Long,
vao khoang théng 08 Am lich hing nim, sau khi hoan
tat cong viéc dong dng, ngudi dan chéo xudng di thim
hoi 6ng ba, cha me gia yéu & xa, nhung khi dén noi,
thi hay tin ngudi thin ctia ho da mét (vi tudi gia stic
yéu hodc do bénh tat), nhung vi xa xdi cach trg, nén
ho khong biét ngudi than ctia ho da mat tii lic nao,...
Vi vay, nhiing ngudi c6 cung hoan canh (bi mat ngusi
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thén) cung nhau t8 chiic 1€ ciing cho éng ba, cha me va
ngudi than da mat,... Tt d6, hing nam ct dén khoang
gitia thang 08 Am lich, ngudi Khmer t§ chuic 16 hoi
Sen Pon ta d€ tudng nhé ngudi than da khudt, va tuc
18 nay dugc duy tri cho dén ngay nay...! Truyén thuyét
thi hai, c6 ngudn gdc tit Phat gido, cho rang: thoi
Dic Phat con tai thé, vao mét dém khuya, vua Ping-
pis-sara béng nghe tiéng gao thét, khoc loc tham thiét
trong hoang cung, bén triéu tip cac nha tién tri dén
hai, thi dugc biét do la tiéng la khoc clia cac ma quy
déi khat dén xin nha vua thidc dn. Pay 1a nhiing hon
ma khi con s6ng do pham tdi gian lan, trom cdp nén
khi chét di thanh quy & c6i am va bi phat phai nhin
dn, nhin uéng... Tuy nhién cac hén ma nay chi dugc
phép thu hudng cic vat phdm sau khi céc tu si thuc
hién céc nghi thiic ctia Phat gido. Tt do, vao muia Sen
Dolta, ngudi Khmer thudng dem cdc vit phdm dén
chtia nho céc tu si lam phép d€ dang cung cho ngusi
than trong gia dinh, dong toc [ 17, tr.30].

béi v6i cong dong Khmer viing Loc Ninh - Dong
Nam B9, cich Iy giai vé€ ngu6n géc va y nghia ctia 1&
hoi Sen Dolta ctia ho hién nay thién vé quan diém cta
Phit gido. Ho ciing quan niém, ring Sel Dolta 1a 1&
cung nhdm bdo hiéu cho ong ba, cha me va nhiing
ngudi than trong dong ho da mat, déng thoi cau xin
ong sy phu trg ti linh hén ong ba t6 tién ddi véi con
chau trong gia dinh, dong ho... “Dolta 1a minh cting
ong ba, cha me, t6 tién ctia minh, ai mat roi 1a minh
cung hét. Vai 6ng ba vé€ nhin d6 con chau gui cho.
Ong ba gitip A5 con chdu méan an cho manh cho khde,
lam 4n c6 tién c6 bac” [Nguén: Phong van siu ong
Lam M, 62 tudi, dp Ba Ven, thang 10/2019]. Mit khac,
ho con quan niém, ong ba cha me sau khi chét di c6
thé sé bién thanh ma, phai chiju canh doa day, doi khat
& dia nguc; va chi ¢ thé dugc 1én tran gian d€ thu
huéng nhiing vat phdm do con chdu trong gia dinh,
dong ho dang cung vao céc dip 1€, dic biét 1a trong
muia 1€ Sen Dolta - mua X4 t¢i vong nhéan. Tuy nhién,
néu bi “nghiép nang” (do khi con séng c6 thé v tinh
hodc ¢6 ¥ 1am nhiing diéu 4c, diéu x4u),... nhiing ma
nay sé khong dugc vé nha tho hudng cac vat phdm do
con chdu dang cung, ma chi sau khi cac su sai thuc
hién cac nghi thlc cung té€ tai chiia, thi nhiing hon
ma méi tho hudng dugc cac 18 vat dy [ 16, tr.61]. Bén
canh d6, ho con c6 quan niém, vao mua Sen Dolta,
nhiing h6n ma 6ng ba t tién ctia ho sé di tim cdc vat
1€ ctia con chdu ding cung tai cdc ngdi chiia, néu di
hét 07 ngoi chiia ma khong tim théy nhiing vét 1& ctia
con chau ding cting thi sé budn gién, va vé trach phat
con chéu,... Do do, ngoai viéc t chtic 1& ciing tai nha,
ngudi Khmer ¢ Loc Ninh con dén nhiéu chiia nhd cac
su thuc hién, c¢6 nhu vdy ho méi cam thdy yén tdm
14 da lam tron bdn phén, trach nhiém cta minh véi

ngudi da khudt. Day cing chinh 1a mot trong nhiing
nét ddc trung trong van hoa 1€ héi va tin ngudng ctia
ngudi Khmer tai viing Loc Ninh - Déng Nam B9 hién
nay [Nguén: Tu liéu dién da thang 04/2021].

Dién trinh Ié héi

Hién nay, vé co ban, cac nghi thiic trong 1& hoi Sen
Dolta ctia ngudi Khmer & Loc Ninh ciing dugc thuc
hién tuong tu nhu ving Tay Nam B¢, ttic cling gom
cdc nghi 1€ chinh: 1€ dit com vat (Banh canh banh), 1
cung 6ng ba (Banh Sen Dolta) va 1€ tién 6ng ba (Banh
chuénh Dolta). Tuy nhién, trong viéc t6 chiic, thuc
hanh nghi 1€ cing da c6 sy khéc biét. V€ khong gian,
dia diém thyc hanh nghi 1€, néu nhu ngusi Khmer
vung Tay Nam B¢ hién chu yéu t3 chuc tai cic ngdi
chiia [17, tr.33], thi ngusi Khmer & Loc Ninh - Dong
Nam B¢ vén gifi tdp quén truyén théng, t8 chuc tai
hai dia diém: viia thyc hién tai nha va viia tham gia
& cac ngdi chua Nam téong Khmer. Bén canh d6, thoi
gian dién ral& hoi ctia ngusi Khmer tai Loc Ninh hién
cling c6 su khac biét so v6i ngudsi Khmer & ving Tay
Nam B¢. Néu1é hoi Sen Dolta ctia ngudi Khmer & Tay
Nam B¢ thudng chi “dién ra trong ba ngay, tit 29/08
dén ngay ming 01/09 Am lich” [7, tr.33], thi cong
dong ngudi Khmer 6 Loc Ninh hién van gitt tdp quan
truyén théng, thudng t6 chic 1& hoi trong cong dong
v6i thoi gian khoang 16 ngay (tli ngay 16/08 dén ngay
01/09 Am lich), thim chi nhiéu phum séc va mot s6
chtia Khmer & Béng Nam B¢ con t6 chiic 1€ hoi véi
thoi gian kéo dai lén dén 30 ngay. Co 1€ vi vay ma
ngudi Khmer & Loc Ninh ciing nhu ¢ viing Pong Nam
B¢ con goi 1 hoi la muia Sen Dolta. Day cling 1a nét
vin héa dic trung 18 hoi Sen Dolta ctia ngudi Khmer
& vung Loc Ninh - Pong Nam Bo [Nguon: Tu liéu
dién da thang 04/2022].

Nghi Ié té chirc tai nha

Tai huyén Loc Ninh ciing nhu ving Pong Nam B9,
trudc khi t6 chiic cic 1€ cing, ngudi Khmer trong cac
phum séc thudng t6 chiic 01 1€ cling tai miéu Neak
Tak (con goi la dng T4, éng Luc)* véi muc dich xin
phép, dong thai cau xin than pho trg d€ 1€ hoi dugc
dién ra suén sé. Hién nay, ngudi Khmer 6 Loc Ninh
van giti 18 tuc nay trong khi ngudi Khmer ¢ Tay Nam

?Mic du Neak Tak c¢6 ngudn géc tit Ba La Mon gido nhung da
dugc ngudi Khmer ti€p nhén va cai bién thanh tin ngudng dan gian
ctia ho; d6i v6i ho, Neak Tak 1a vi than c6 vi tri dac biét quan trong
trong doi séng cong dong. Bdi hau hét nhiing van dé lién quan dén
ddi s6ng nhu viéc lam dn, hon nhén, ma chay, cung té,... ké ca nhiing
khi gdp vén dé bét trac trong cudc sdng nhu thién tai, mit mua, dich
bénh, dau 6m,... nguosi dan déu ciu xin sy gitp dd cta than. Vi vy,
trudc khi thyc hanh 18 hoi, nguoi dan thudng t6 chiic cing Neak Tak
trudc, véi muc dich vita xin phép, viia cau xin su giap do, phti trg ctia
6ng cho 1& hoi dugc dién ra sudn sé, thanh cong.
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Bo khong con thuc hién: (dich ti: “some animistic
rituals are rarely practiced, such as Arak and worship
of Neak Ta, are no longer practiced”) [ '8, tr.70]. Tiép
dén, ngudi dan sé ra nghia dia d€ don dep mo ma ong
ba, cha me va lam 01 1é cing nho véi mot it nhang
deén, béanh trai, hoa qué v6i muyc dich moi t6 tién vé
tho hudng nhiing vat phdm do con chéu dang clng
trong mua 1&. Day 1418 tuc chi cé & cdng dong Khmer
Loc Ninh va béng Nam B9, trong khi ngudi Khmer
& Tay Nam B¢ khong thuc hién 1€ tuc nay. Bdi, khac
v6i nguoi Khmer 6 Tay Nam B9, ngudi Khmer & Loc
Ninh it thuc hién hinh thiic hoa tang ngudi chét, ma
chu yéu dung hinh thtic dia tang. Theo d6, khi nhiing
nguoi thin trong gia dinh, dong ho chét di, ngusi
Khmer & day sé chon cét va x4y md ngoai nghia dia,
giong nhu phong tuc tang ma clia ngudi Kinh va cac
toc nguoi khdc tai dia phuong. Day ciing la mot trong
nhiting diém khac biét trong cach ting x véi linh hon
t6 tién 6ng ba qua 16 hoi Sel Dolta ctia ngudi Khmer
viing Loc Ninh so v6i viing Tay Nam B¢ [Nguon: Tu
liéu dién da thang 10/2019].

Sau 1& tuc cung Neak Ta va cung moi 6ng ba t tién
ngoai nghia dia, ngudi Khmer ¢ Loc Ninh méi bt dau
thuc hién céc nghi 1& chinh thitc. Trong d9, 1€ dit com
vat va 1€ tién 6ng ba hién nay dugc ngudi Khmer 6 day
thuc hién chu yéu tai cic ngdi chua; riéng 1€ ciing ong
ba dugc ho thuc hanh tai 02 dia diém, tiic viia t6 chiic
tai nha, va viia tham gia thuc hanh & cac chua.

Hién nay, trong 1& ciing 6ng ba tai nha, mdi gia dinh
van chudn bi ba mam com: mét mam cung cho 6ng
ba td tién, mdt mam cing cho thin D4t va mim con
lai cing cho ¢6 hon. Vat phdm cta “hai mim cling
thén D4t va c6 hon thi giong nhau, bao gobm: hai chén
(bat) com, hai chén canh, mot dia banh, mot dia trai
cay, va nhang dén, trau rugu,... Con mam cing 6ng
ba thi nhiéu gdp doi, gdbm: bdn chén com, bén chén
canh, cung véi cac loai nhang dén, trau rugu,...; banh
tri cng cing nhiéu hon, gébm hai miam, mét mim
cung tai nha va mot mam dé€ danh cho 6ng ba én trén
dudng vé lai thé gi6i 6 tién trong 1é tién dua™. Diéu
dac biét 1a: “Ngay xua, méi khi t6 chic 1 Dolta, ba
con thuong dem nhiéu cay trai, lua nép, vai voc,... 1én
dét 6 nha chinh; vai thi treo 1én vach nha, hoa qua, lua
nép thi dung trong nhiing céi thung hodc bo, d€ khoe
vdi Ong ba t8 tién” [Ngudn: Trich bién ban théo luan
nhom tai nha gia lang Lam U, 84 tudi, 4p Séc Lon, xa
Loc Khanh, thang 10/2019].

Cé thé néi, mot trong nhiing nét dic trung ndi bat
ctia 1€ hoi Sen Dolta ctia ngudi Khmer viing Loc Ninh

bMam béanh nay dugc gia chit dem vao chita cting cho 6ng ba trong
1€ tién dua chung v6i nhiéu gia dinh khac, do nha chiia t6 chiic. Con
néu nhu vi Iy do ndo d6 ma gia chtt khong vao chiia tham du 18 dugc,
n6 sé dugc gia dinh ding d€ clng trong tién dua ong ba tai nha sau
do.

chinh la viéc t8 chuc, thuc hanh 1€ cung 6ng ba trong
céc gia dinh, dong ho. Theo dd, 1€ cling ciing chi dién
ra 01 lan trong ngay vao thoi diém bt ky, tuy thudc
vao gia chti. Tuy nhién, trudc d6 khoang 10 ngay, cac
gia dinh trong dong ho sé thong bdo cho trudng toc
hodc gia lang vé thoi gian cing 1€ chinh thic ciia méi
gia dinh. Ngugc lai, gia lang hodc trudng tdc ciing sé
thdng bao cho céc gia dinh trong dong ho vé thoi diém
cling ong ba cua cac gia dinh trong cong dong. Theo
ngudi dan, lam nhu vay 1a d€ cac gia dinh sip xép thoi
diém ctng cho hgp Iy, trdnh trung hgp nhiéu, va cing
déba con dong ho dén tham du 1€ cung dugc day du,
dong vui nhét®. Chinh vi vay, mic du nghi 1€ cta gia
dinh, dong ho nhung thu hut dong dao s6 ngudi tham
duy. Déc biét, néu 1€ cung t6 chiic tai nha cic gia lang
hodc trudng toc thi s6 ngusi tham du cang dong vui
hon? [Nguon: Tu liéu dién da thang 10/2022].

Bén canh t6 chuc ciu cing cho nhiing linh hén t6
tién Ong ba, trong dip nay, con chdau trong gia toc
cling tang qua, chic muing stic khoe, 6ng ba cha me
dang con song. Day cing la mét phong tuc thé hién
tinh cam, dao hiéu tét dep ctia ngudi Khmer. Sau khi
thuc hién xong cdc nghi thic, cac thanh vién trong gia
toc, x6m lang moi cling tham gia n udng, tham gia
vao cic hoat dong mua hat hét stic s6i néi, hao hing.
Hién nay, da s6 gia dinh Khmer & Loc Ninh van git
tap quan truyén thong, ngoai t6 chuic 1& clng tai nha,
ngudi dan con tham gia cac hoat dong 1€ hoi do nha
chuia t6 chiic. Vivay, ma thoi gian ctia 1é hoi & day kéo
dai hon ving Khmer Tay Nam Bo. Déy ciing la mot
nét van hoa dic trung trong 1€ hoi Sel Dolta ctia ngudi
Khmer & ving Loc Ninh.

Nghi Ié té chirc tai chuia

Ciing nhu céc chua viing Tay Nam B, viéc t8 chiic
thuc hanh céc nghi 1 trong mua Dolta tai cac chiia
Khmer viing Loc Ninh - Dong Nam B¢ goém céc 1é
chinh: 1& dit com vat, 1& cting 6ng ba va 1€ tién ong
ba. Tuy nhién, viéc thuc hién céc nghi 1€ nay gitia hai
ving ciing ¢6 vai diém khéc biét. Nhu da trinh bay,
thoi gian t6 chiic 1€ hoi 6 cac chtia Tay Nam B¢ thuong
dién ra trong 03 ngay, trong khi 1& hoi tai cac chiia Loc
Ninh dién ra trong thdi gian 15 ngay, nén 1& dit com
vt & day ciing kéo dai trong sudt khodng thoi gian do,
tinh tit ngay bat dau vao 1é 1a 16/08 dén ngay 29/08
Am lich, va dugc thuc hién trong khoang thoi gian ti
4 dén 5 gid séng moi ngdy. Trong nhiing ngay nay, cac

“Tap quan nay giéng vdi 1& cung tit nién trong Tét Nguyén dan
ctia ngudi Kinh hién nay. Nhét 1a ¢ khu viic ndng thon, cic gia dinh
ngudi Kinh ciing sdp xép thoi gian cing tit nién sao cho khdi trung
ldp, d€ c6 thé quy tu dugc nhiéu ba con dong ho ciing tham dy.

dKhéc v6i ngusi Khmer Tay Nam B, ngudi Khmer & Loc Ninh
khong goi nguoi diing ddu cac phum séc 1a Mé phum, Mé séc ma goi
la Gia lang giéng nhu cach goi ctia cc toc ngudi S'Tiéng, Chéu Ro,...
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vat 1é (cha yéu 1a com vit) dugc ngudi dan mang vao
chuia tii khoang 4 gi6 sang, sau khi nhd cac su tung
kinh c4u siéu, ho6i hudng cho cac hén ma ctia ngudi
than trong gia tdc & chdnh dién, ngusi dan sé dem cac
ndm com nay ra bo ngoai khuén vién chtia. Bang chu
v, hoat dong nay phai két thuc trude 5 gio sang, khi
troi con t6i. Gidi thich diéu nay, ngudi dan ¢ day cho
rdng, sau khi chét di, 6ng ba cha me va ngudi than
cta ho khong biét sé di vé cdi nao nén lam nhu vay
thi nhiing linh hon d6 méi c6 thé tho hudng dugc:
“Mit troi moc 1a cai hon khong 14y dugce 4. Nhiing cai
nguoi co toi, chét tai nan, chét oan t6i t6i ngudi ta méi
t6i 14y dugc,..” [Ngudn: Phong vén sau ba Thi N., 60
tudi, &p Cha Don, x4 Loc Khanh, thang 10/2019].
Tiép sau 1& dit com vat 1a 1& cung 6ng ba (Banh Sen
Dolta). Py la ngay 1& chinh ctia mua Sel Dolta. Lé
cung ong ba ctia ngudi Khmer ¢ Loc Ninh cling dién
ra vdo ngdy 29/08 Am lich, véi cdc nghi thic tuong
ty nhu ngu6i Khmer viing Tay Nam B, nhung ciing
6 vai diém khac biét. Bat dau cudc Ié, vao khoang 7
gi0, cic tin d6 Phat t mang theo cdc mam 18 vét tap
trung tai ng6i Chanh dién d€ thuc hién nghi thiic bai
Tam bao; ké dén cac su sé tung kinh céu siéu cho tét
ca cac vong hon nhiing ngudi qua ¢d. Sau do, cac tin
do6 Phat tt dang céc vat phdm da cing lén cho cic su
duing bita; dong thoi mang nhiing vat phdm nay xudng
nha hoi d€ chuén bi cho bita com than mét cta cong
dong sau d6. Viéc chudn bi cac vat phdm trong 1€ cing
ong ba cuia ngudi Khmer & Loc Ninh ciing ¢6 sy khac
biét so v6i ngusi Khmer 6 noi khac. Néu nhu & viing
Tay Nam B¢, tai cac tinh Kién Giang, Tra Vinh, nguoi
dan thudng t6 chiic nu nudng, 1am banh trdi, com
vat ngay tai chtia [Nguén: Phong vin sau 6ng Danh H
M, 64 tudi, xa Dong Yén, An Bién - Kién Giang, thang
12/2021], thi ngusi Khmer & Loc Ninh lai ¢ tdp quan
chuén bi sdn cac vat phdm & nha r6i méi dem vao chua
lam 1&. Céc vat phdm ctia ho tuy rit don so, ngoai com
vit — 1& vat chinh ra, c6 khi chi 1a vai ct khoai, vai trai
bép,... nhung chtia dung nhiéu tinh cdm va long biét
on d6i v6i ong ba t8 tién. “Nhiing ngay nay, ngudi
dan c6 céi gi ngon nhat thi ho sé mang vao chuia ciing
ong ba nhu com mdi, khoai mi mdi, banh, chuéi..”
[Nguoén: Phong vin sau ong Lam U, 94 tudi, xa Loc
Khanh, thang 10/2019].

Vé1é tién dua 6ng ba, cach thuc hién ctia ngudi Khmer
& Loc Ninh - Déng Nam B cling c6 diém khdc biét
so v6i viing Tay Nam B6. Véi ngudi Khmer viing Tay
Nam Bg, “sau khi ndu mam com thinh soan, ho chuin
bi bon chén com, gap thiic an méi thi mot it vao
chén roi khin vai va mang ra dat trén thuyén, cing
v6i lua, gao, mudi, ddu, banh tréi... réi tha thuyén
xudng cdc con sdng hodc kénh rach, cac thiic an sau
khi cung dugc ngudi dan “xin lai” cho con chdu dung

[7, t.33]; trong khi ngudi Khmer & Loc Ninh, sau
khi ciing, mam thtic an sé dem d6 di, ho chibd céc vat
phém nhu banh tréi, hoa qua vao nhiing chiéc thuyén
(cting lam béng be chubi), réi tha xudng sudi hodc
dem bo & nhiing nga ba duong. S& di ho lam nhu vay
la do ngudi dan 6 day quan niém, “6ng ba cha me khi
qua doi da bién thanh ma, nén con chau kiéng khong
an nhiing d6 én da cing cho ma. Hién nay, nhiéu gia
dinh van con giti tap tuc nay” [Nguoén: Trich bién ban
thao ludn nhoém tai chuia S6c¢ Lén, thang 10/2022].
Nhiing nim gin day, 1€ tién dua 6ng ba thudng dugc
ngudi Khmer Loc Ninh t6 chitc cung tép thé tai chta.
Thay vi t3 chiic riéng 1é tai cac gia dinh nhu trudc day,
ngudi dan trong cdng dong da cting nhau lam mot
chiéc thuyén 16n dé cac gia dinh dat nhiing vt phdm,
18 vat cing gém bénh trdi, nhang dén,.. dang ciing cho
ong ba t6 tién, sau d6 ho sé dem thuyén 1€ ra bo tai cac
con sudi hodc cac bau nudc.

Bén canh nhiing khdc biét néu trén, 18 hoi Sel Dolta
ctia ngudi Khmer gitia 02 viing con ¢6 nhiing di biét
khac. Vi nhu Sel Dolta ctia ngugi Khmer & viing Bay
Nui An Giang - Tay Nam B6 gin véi Hoi Dua bo,
thudng dugc goi 1a L& hoi Pua bo Bay Ni [ 17, tr.37];
thi Sel Dolta ctia ngudi Khmer & Loc Ninh lai gin véi
mot s6 hoat ddong khac nhu: phat qua cho dong bao
khé khin, t6 chiic 1& dit bats,... [2, tr.65].

Hién nay, khong chi tin d6 Phat ti la ngusi Khmer
trong va ngoai tinh Binh Phudc dén tham duy 1€ hoi,
ma ngay cang c6 nhiéu ngusi Khmer tit Campuchia,
cac Phat tti 1a ngudi Kinh, ngudi Hoa ti cic tinh xa
ciing dén tham du va cling dudng tai cac chuia Loc
Ninh - Péng Nam B§. Chinh vi vdy, van nghé ctia
phén hoi tai chlia ciing ngay cang phong phu, s6i néi
hon béi su gop mit, giao luu gitia cac dan tdc. Dac
biét, dén cic nha cua dong bao Khmer & ving Dong
Nam B¢ vao dip 1, du khéch ciing dugc ngudi dan
chao d6n niém ng, dugc mai tham gia sinh hoat vin
héa vin nghé, tham gia mua hat cing véi dong bao hét
stic s01 n6i, hao hiing [Nguon: Tu liéu dién da théang
10/2022].

KET LUAN

Sen Dolta la mét trong nhiing 1& héi ¢6 truyén tiéu
biéu ctia ngudi Khmer & Loc Ninh, ¢6 chung nguén
gbc va ¥ nghia vé6i 18 hoi ngusi Khmer ¢ viing Tay
Nam B¢ va cac ving khac: dugc hinh thanh ti céc tin
ngudng dan gian két hgp véi Phit gido va Ba La Mon
gido; dugc t8 chiic theo chu ky hing nim vao thoi
diém thu hoach muia mang, hoa trai; la dip d€ nguoi

¢Pay la 1é tuc cing duong chu ting dugc cac chua Nam tong
Khmer & viing Dong Nam B0 t6 chuic thuc hién trong Sel Dolta va
cdc 18 hoi truyén théng ctia d6ng bao Khmer; céc chuia 6 Tay Nam Bo
khong thuc hién 1€ tuc nay trong 1€ Sel Dolta.
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dan ta on 6ng ba t6 tién da giup d3, phi ho cho ho ¢
mot vu mua thuén 1¢i, no &m. Tuy nhién, do dac thu
vé diéu kién kinh té, hoan canh, lich st xa hoi, dic biét
la déc thu vé diéu kién tu nhién, mdi truong sinh thai,
nén bén canh nhiing tuong déng, 18 hoi Sen Dolta cua
ngudi Khmer & Loc Ninh con ¢é déc trung, khac biét
so v6i cong dong Khmer & ving DBSCL - Tay Nam
B6 va cac ving khéc. Nhiing khac biét 4y biéu hién
cu thé qua khong gian, dia diém, thoi gian t6 chiic 1
hoi; qua cac vt phdm, 1€ vét ciing va nhiing kiéng ky
qua cac nghi thic trong cich t§ chtc, thuc hanh 1&
hoi; nhiing quan niém vé linh hén va cach ting xt véi
cac linh hon qua céc nghi thiic ciing té,... Trong thuc
hanh 1€ hoi, ngudi Khmer & Loc Ninh thudng t6 chic
cdu cung nhiéu déi tugng cuing lic, nhu: két hgp cliing
ong Ta cling v6i cac vi thén, t6 tién ong ba; kiéng an
cdc vt phdm, thic an da cing; t8 chtic 1& dit bat cho
chu ting;... Chinh céc dic diém nay gép phan hinh
thanh nhiing nét dic trung trong vin hda 1€ hoi cta
ngudi Khmer ¢ huyén Loc Ninh cling nhu ctia viing
Doéng Nam Bo.

Do tac dong boi nhiéu yéu t6, 1€ hoi ciia dong bao hién
nay da c6 nhiéu bién d6i nhung chung van cé vai trd
quan trong trong ddi sdng xa hoi cia ngusi Khmer tai
day. Khong chi dp ting nhu cdu ddi song tinh thén,
tin ngudng cta dong bao, 1€ hoi Sen Dolta ctia ngudi
Khmer & Loc Ninh con 1a mdi trudng cha yéu gitp
bao ton ban sic vin hoa tdc nguoi, déng thoi gop phan
trong viéc giti gin va phat huy ban sic van héa ving
Doéng Nam Bo.

LO1 CAM ON

Nghién ctiu dugc tai trg bai Truong Pai hoc Khoa hoc
X4 hoi va Nhan van, PHQG-HCM trong khuén khé
dé tai ma s6 C2022-18b-13.

Tac gia bai viét xin gtii 16i cdm on dén Trudng Pai hoc
Khoa hoc X4 hoi va Nhan van, PHQG-HCM da tai
trg tai chinh va tao diéu kién thuén 1gi cho qua trinh
nghién ctiu dé tai.

XUNG POT LO1iCH

Tac gid khong c6 xung dot vé loi ich véi bét cit ai lién
quan dén viéc cong bé bai viét nay.

DPONG GOP CUA TAC GIA

V€ mit co s6 ly luan: Bai viét dong gop thém tu liéu
mdi cho cic nganh khoa hoc xa héi va nhén véin vé
céc dic diém van hoa 1€ hoi cta toc ngusi Khmer &
vung Loc Ninh - Pong Nam B¢ trong déi sanh véi
van hoa 1& hoi viing Tay Nam B9, gép phan bd sung
nghién ctu va hiéu biét thém vé tdc ngudi nay. Dong
thai, bai viét dong gop thém nhiing tu liéu mdéi nhim
chi ra cac yéu t6 ndi sinh, ciing nhu két qua ctia qua

trinh giao Iuu tiép bién trong viéc hinh thanh ban sic
van hoéa dic trung ctia toc ngusi Khmer ciing nhu ban
sdc van héa viing Doéng Nam Bo.

Vé mat thuc tién: Ngoai gép phéin bdo tdn va quang
ba cac gia tri van hoa toc ngudi, bai viét con cung cép
cti liéu khoa hoc cho cac nha quan ly trong viéc phat
huy nhiing yéu td tich cuc d€ xay dung doi sdng vin
héa, gép phén 6n dinh va phat trién doi sdng kinh t€
- xa hoi clia ngudi Khmer tai viing Déng Nam Bo.
DPéng gbp clia cdc tac gid cu thé nhu sau:

- TrAn Minh Dtic: Tham gia khéo sét dién da thu thap
va xti ly thong tin dit liéu tai cac dia diém nghién ctu
chinh ¢ huyén Loc Ninh, dong thoi tham gia tdng hop
va xti ly cdc ngudn tai liéu thu cép; tdng hop tai liéu
vé ly thuyét va phuong phap d€ viét phan co s6 ly
luan cta bai viét; chiu trach nhiém chinh néi dung
ctia phin Gi6i thiéu va cuing viét chung phin Két qua
nghién ciu.

- Tr4n Diing: Tham gia khao st thu thép va xt ly di
liéu tai cac dia diém nghién ctiu chinh & huyén Loc
Ninh va mot s6 dia phuong khac; chiu trach nhiém
chinh néi dung cac phin Tom tét va Két ludn cta bai
viét; cung viét chung noi dung phan Két qua nghién
ctiu.
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Some features of the Sen Dolta festival among the Khmer people
in Loc Ninh district, Binh Phuoc province today

Tran Minh Duc', Tran Dung?”*

OFAr)

A\ ABSTRACT

%1_ ” Sen Dolta is one of the typical traditional festivals of the Khmer community in Loc Ninh district —
the Southeast region as well as in the Mekong Delta — the Southwest region and other areas. The
Use your smartphone to scan this festival reflects many distinctive cultural features, including customs, beliefs, arts, community rela-
QR code and download this article tionships, especially the Khmer people's way of behaving towards their ancestors' spirits. Although
there are the same origin and meaning as the Khmer community in the Mekong Delta — the South-
west region, due to the impact of many factors, besides the similarities, the Khmer festivals in Loc
Ninh district also possess characteristic cultural traits. Based on a comparative perspective and the
ecological-cultural theory, combined with the ethnographic fieldwork method, the research results
indicate that the Sen Dolta festival of the Khmer people in Loc Ninh district, Binh Phuoc province
has undergone changes and at the same time formed unique features, different from those in other
Khmer regions, especially compared to the Khmer people in some localities in the Mekong Delta
— the Southwest region. In addition to factors such as the historical context, social interactions,
cultural exchange and acculturation among ethnic groups, etc,, the specific natural conditions and
ecological environment are the significant factors shaping the unique cultural traits as well as mod-
ifying the Sen Dolta festival of the Khmer people in Loc Ninh district, Binh Phuoc province and in
the Southeast region today.

Key words: Sen Dolta Festival, characteristic, cultural transformation, Khmer people, Binh Phuoc
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