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Chl nhan giai Nobel Van chuong 2014, Patrick Modiano 1a mét trong nhiing tiéu thuyét gia Phap
ndi tiéng nhat trén thé gidi hién nay. Riéng & Viét Nam, nhiéu tdc phdm clia 6ng da dugc dich va
xudt ban (nhéat la t ndm éng nhan gidi Nobel), trd thanh déi tuong cho nhiéu bai phé binh, cam
nhan trén bao chi va cac dién dan, mang xa hoi.. Tac phdm clia 6ng clng la cht d@é cho nhiéu
nghién ctiu hoc thuat trong trudng dai hoc. Nhung c6 1& ca nghién ctiu lan cdm nhan déu da qua
cht tdm vao "nghé thuat ky (c" ctia Modiano, ndi dm anh clia 6ng vdi lich s, qué khir, can cudc va
cadm gidc mat mat, that lac.. ma bd quén chinh tinh trang that lac d6, khién ta khong thé hiéu moét
céch tron ven tac phdm clia 6ng va ca thé gidi clia 6ng. Trong bai viét nay, chiing téi mudn nghién
ctu ban chat tinh trang thét lac trong Phé cda nhing cta hiéu u téi (tua dé goc la Rue des Boutiques
Obscures), tac phdm dem vé cho Modiano gidi Goncourt nam 1978 va la mét trong nhimg tac pham
ndi tiéng nhat clia 6ng, dé hiéu sau hon vé chl dé nay trong tac pham clia 6ng. Bang cach tim
hiéu tinh trang that lac clia nhan vat trén céc phuong dién ky tc, ngobn ngir va qudc tich cing nhu
xem xét tinh trang nay trong béi canh lich st - xa hoi duong thoi (thai ky Chiém déng va khodng
mét thap nién sau & Phép), bai viét trinh bay ban chat clia tinh trang thét lac va hudng téi mot cach
giai thich kha tin cho hién tugng dy. Qua nhiing con ngudi that lac trong Phé clia nhiing clia higu
u t6i, ching téi cing mudn chi ra méi gan bo chat ché clia con ngudi véi cong ddng, vdi tiéng me
dé va qué huong - diéu khién chung ta dé tén thuong dén nhudng nao trong nhing bién ¢4 lich
st TUr goc nhin nay, c6 thé thdy nhiing con ngudi thét lac ctia Modiano 1a nhimg nan nhan cla
lich s, nhu rét nhiéu ngudi ti nan hém nay. Ti€u thuyét cia Modiano khéng chila chuyén qué khi
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va khong chithudc vé qua khd, ma gan vai hién tai va hudng dén ca tuong lai.
Tu khoa: Patrick Modiano, Phé clia nhiing clfa hiéu u téi, that lac, ky Uc, lich st

DAN NHAP

Patrick Modiano - nha van cta ky tic va nhiing 4m anh
vé thatlac hay bién mdt - da trg thanh mot ci tén quen
thudc trén vin dan thé gi6i 1an Viét Nam, dic biét ké
ti khi 6ng nhén giai thudng Nobel Vin chuong 2014.
Cung véi tac phdm dau tay Qudng trudng Ngoi Sao,
Phé ctia nhitng ctia hiéu u t6i 1a tdc phdm quan trong
giip ong nhan giai thudng Goncourt danh gid ndm
1978, trudc khi 6ng nhén giai Nobel cho su nghiép van
chuong ctia minh. Cé gi d6 that la lung khi mét nha
van duong nhu chi viét di viétlai v€ mot doan qué khi
duy nhat lai dugc quan tdm dén thé, trong khi nhan
loai ludn khat khao budc vé phia trudc? Va khi tiép
can Phé ciia nhiing cita hiéu u t6i (tya dé nay trong
ban dich tiéng Viét dugc giii sat véiban goc tiéng Phap
la Rue des Boutiques Obscures, nhung trong ban tiéng
Anh tdc phdm da tré thanh Missing Person - “ngudi
mét tich”)? , mot tiéu thuyét véi hinh tugng nhan vat

2Ban dich tiéng Viét cha tiéu thuyét Rue des Boutiques Obscures
(dich gia Duong Tudng) da git hdu nhu nguyén ven tiéu dé tic phdm
khi dich 1a Phé ciia nhitng ciia hiéu u téi. Trong khi do, ban dich
tiéng Anh phd bién hién nay ctia tac phdm la Missing Person (dich gia
Daniel Weissbort, do NXB David R. Godine dn hanh tai Hoa Ky nam

mat tri vén thudng xuyén ldp lai trong cac sing tac ctia
Modiano, vin dé ndi bat cdn quan tdm khong chi 1a
kiéu con ngudi quin quanh tim kiém mét danh tinh,
mot cidn cudc hay mot ky e that lac, ma con 1a con
ngudi dy rét cuc da thét lac nhiing gi va that lac nhu
thé nao, va bang cach nao tinh trang thét lac 4y cham
dén doc gia hom nay. D6 la nhiing vin dé ma ching
t6i mong mudn lam sang té thong qua bai viét nay, qua
d6 gop thém mot cach hiéu déi véi hé chu dé trong
sdng tac ctia Patrick Modiano ciing nhu moi lién hé
gitia phan qua khi ma 6ng khong ngting tham do, boc
tach va phoi bay véi ton tai ngay hom nay clia nhan
loai.

NOI DUNG

Patrick Modiano - nha van cta néi am anh
lac loai

Patrick Modiano sinh ndm 1945 tai Boulogne-
Billancourt, ngoai 6 Paris. Ong la mét ngudi Phap
g6c Do Thai, ¢6 cha la mot tay chg den sué6t doi phiéu

2005). Trong bai viét nay, nguoi viét ¢6 tham khao ban dich tiéng
Anh néu trén va st dung tiéu dé Missing Person do su phd bién ctia
ban dich.

Trich dan bai bao nay: Thao L NN Con ngudi that | ac trong tiéu thuyét Phé ciia nhiing cira hiéu u

téi. Sci. Tech. Dev. J. - Soc. Sci. Hum.; 4(3):433-441.
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bat, tiing 1am viéc cho phe Cong tic & Phép thoi bay
gid va me 1a mot dién vién thudng xuyén rong rudi,
dé tudi tho dng phai sém quen véi viée duge gui nho
6 nha ngudi quen hay luan chuyén lién tyc tu ky tac
x4 nay sang ky tdc x4 khac. Nguoi em trai than thiét
Rudy mét nam 1957, khi 6ng muoi hai tudi. Dy chila
nhiing thong tin co ban nhit vé mot con ngudi, nhung
riéng véi Patrick Modiano, ngan 4y thong tin da cho
doc gia hinh dung mot cach séng dong vé hoan canh
ky la da d€lai ddu dn sdu sic trong quan niém vé cudc
doi va nghé thuét cta ong.

Piu tién 1a ciu chuyén thoi gian. Nam 1945, Paris
dugc gidi phong khoi phat xit Pic, chinh thic két
thic thoi ky Chiém dong - mot that bai khong thé phu
nhan, mot khoang t6i tham dam trong lich st ruc r&
ctia kinh d6 anh sang hoa 1é ciing nhu cta dit nuéc
Phap déy kiéu hanh. Cha me 6ng - mot tay chg den
chuyén lam nhiing c6ng viéc md dm va mot nii dién
vién ray déy mai d6 - c6 lé da gap nhau gitta bong tdi
gio gidi nghiém thoi Chiém dong? Dugc sinh ra gitia
Paris clia ci gidc mo x4u 4y, niém vui chao doi gan véi
mot vét den, nhiing con ngudi nhu Modiano mang
mot kiéu “ti t8 tong”, moét dang tién ky tc ning né
- rang ¢6 phéi minh ra d6i nhd nhiing “cudc gip go
x4u”? Chinh Modiano da chia sé nhu thé trong dién
tli nhan giai Nobel 2014 tai Vién Han 1am Thuy Dién !.
Patrick Modiano 1a ngudi géc Do Thai. Thém mot
d4u trién nita déng 1én cudc doi va thé giéi quan khi
ong la thanh vién ctia mét cong dong thiéu sd, lién
tuc phdi chui nhi trén chay, tiing phai ch6i b nguén
g4, tling 14 nan nhan cta nan diét ching kinh hoang
béc nhat trong lich st nhén loai.

Cha oOng, Alberto Modiano 16n 1én & Paris nhung
dong ho Modiano lai c6 t6 tién tif viing Tuscany (Y) va
ong, Patrick, hiéu theo mot cich nao ddy, ciing 1a mot
keé bi but khoi manh dit qué huong minh. Cé 1€ chinh
tinh trang cho vo “mét g6¢” da tao nén noi 6ng ndi dm
dnh thudng truc vé€ van d€ ngudn coi va ban thé, dé
“cdc nhan vt ciia 6ng luén day diit tim lai néi dau qud
khit, tham chi, doi liic ngudi doc cdm gidc nhu dé chinh

2 »

la sy hién hitu cha ban than tdc gid.”> Va & Paris, gia
dinh Modiano véi cudc s6ng bap bénh da khién cho
duia tré Patrick sém mang 14y cu¢c song lang thang, ti
nha ngudi quen nay dén ky tiic xa khac, ma rat nhiéu
khi khong thé hiéu dugc tai sao minh & do... Pinh
ménh dusng nhu quyét chon cho Patrick Modiano
phan don doc, khong thudc vé€ mot dam dong nao
- mot con ngudi sinh ra trong béng t6i ctia kinh d6
dnh sing, trong ching trdm cua lich stt nuéc Phap,
trong cdng dong Do Théi thiéu s6 gitia chau Au, trong
mot gia dinh hau nhu khong c6 sy gin b6, ngudi em
trai than thiét Rudy mét tii thud thiéu thoi.. Tu tét
ca nhiing nghiét nga do, cac mdi ban tam vé lich s,
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ban thé, lac loai va lang quén tr¢ thanh chu dé€ xuyén
sudt trong sang tac cua Patrick Modiano, khién méi
tac phdm trd thanh moét cudc kiém tim ddy udn khuc.
V6i Patrick Modiano, sing tic 1a mot nd lyc via dé
tham do qua khi bi 4n viia d€ dinh vi dugc ban thé
ctia minh trong dong chay lich sti. Nha van dudng
nhu khong quan tAm 1ldm dén vin dé ky thuét, ma chu
trong hon vao viéc chop bit nhiing khoénh khic ton
tai cia nhan vit clia minh. Béng sy xuét hién ldp dilap
lai nhiing nhén vt, tinh tiét va dia diém trong nhiéu
tac phdm, sdng tac cia Modiano mang dén cho doc gia
cam giac vé mot ban giao hudng nhiéu chuong dang
tdu 1én cudc hanh trinh mién vién gidi ma nhiing bi
4n trong ton tai con nguoi.

Séng tac cua Patrick Modiano gan véi cic chu dé
chinh 14 danh tinh, cin cudc va sy bién mat, ky tic va
lang quén. Han nhién, day 1a nhiing dé tai mu6n thud
ctia van chuong; tuy nhién, nét dic sc cia Modiano 1a
da ndm bét hién tugng trong st mit md ctia n6, khién
Vién Han lam Thuy Dién dénh gia ring v6i nghé thuét
ctia ky tc, 6ng da tai hién nhiing s6 phan kh6 ndm bit
nhét va kham pha thé gidi - cudc séng trong sy chiém
déng. Con véi chinh Modiano, 6ng cho ring, “dé la
thién chiic ciia nha viét tiéu thuyét, trudc cdi trang gidy
trang ménh mong ciia lang quén dé lam bat ddy vai 16i
da niia phdn bi boi xéa, nhu nhiing tdng bang son lac
loai tréi giat trén bé mdt ciia bién cd”

Tiéu thuyét Phd ciia nhiing ctia hiéu u t6i1a hanh trinh
tim kiém mot s& phan khé ndm bét va dé lam bat day
vai 161 da ntia phén bi bdi x6a nhu thé. Vi tham tu tu
Guy Roland, vi mot Iy do bi &n nao d6 da dot ngdt mét
di ky tc ti mudi ndm trudc day va phai s6ng trong
mot thin phan giad - tén gid, can cudc gid, ho chiéu
gid..., gi¢ quyét tim tim lai ky tic va ca ban thé da lac
mét cia minh. Trén con dudng lan theo nhiing chi
dan mo ho, Guy da gap rit nhiéu ngudsi cung hoan
canh - nhiing ngudi thé khong xdc dinh dugc bing
gidy to tuy than, luu vong tli nhiéu dat nudc va mudn
luu vong sang nhiing dat nudc khac... Hién 1én trong
tac phdm khong phai la mét than phan hay moét cudc
doi ndo tron ven, ma la nhiing 1at cit, nhiing manh
v&, nhiing diém giao nhau ngdn ngti ma & do, con
ngudi khic khoai nhén ra tinh trang théit lac ctia minh
- ho lac mét qué kht, lac mat qué huong va lac mét
ca chinh minh. Phé ciia nhiing cita hiéu u t6i dugc
danh gid la mét trong nhiing tdc phdm xudt sic nhét
cta Patrick Modiano, gitip nha vin gianh dugc giai
thudng Goncourt - giai thudng vin hoc quan trong
nhét ctia Phép (1978).

PHO CUA NHUNG CUA HIEU U TOI &

CON NGUG1 GIUA MUON CHIEU
THAT LAC
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That lac vé ngén ngir

La mot thanh tuu vi dai trong hanh trinh tién héa ctia
loai ngudi, ngdn ngii viia la cdu ndi, viia la rao can
trong ton tai nhin loai. Nhiing cong dong nhin nhan
nhau va két ndi vdi nhau trude hét bang ngén ngi.
Riéng v6i cong dong ngudi, tén ho 1a mot trong nhiing
su phdn anh ro nét nhét tinh chét rang budc ctia ngon
ngii. Néu phan ho la mét ddu trién ctia qua khi déng
l1én méi con ngudi, 1a sgi day ndi két ngusi d6 véi
cac thé hé di trudc thi cdi tén lai la mot s¢ hitu riéng,
va “goi tén” mot ngudi 1a hanh dong déu tién co ban
nhét thé hién sy nhin nhin d6i véi ngudi do. Triét gia
héu hién dai Phép Jean-Frangois Lyotard trong cong
trinh Hoan cdnh hdu hién dai da c6 mot phéat hién
rdt y nghia, ring con ngudi ton tai gitta nhiing mang
truyén thong (ma trudc hétla truyén thong bang ngoén
ngi) 3. Khi dita tré dugc dit cho mot céi tén thi tham
chi néu no chua ra doi di nita, n6 van da ton tai trong
nhan thtic cta nhiing ngusi xung quanh. Nhu thé,
khi ngudi ta mét di tén that va phai dung nhiing cai
tén gia tam, du vi ly do gi, thi d6 trudc hét ciing la sy
mAt mét vé ngdn ngii va phai va viu bing ngdn ngii.
Trong Phé ctia nhiing ctia hiéu u t6i, nhiing cai tén gia
tam xudt hién day ddc. Nhén vat chinh - xung “t6i”
- thita nhan minh chi 14 mét cdi bong sang, mot kiéu
thuc thé tréng réng ton tai dudi tén Guy Roland, c6
cdn cudc, c6 ho chiéu, nhung tat ca déu la gia. Cai
tén gida Guy Roland khién “t6i” an toan nhung khong
thé gitip “t6i” thoi tréng rong, boi “t6i” hifu rang cai
tén da mdt kia tit yéu gin v6i su mit mat cta nhiing
mdi lién hé véi nhiing ngudi da chi goi “toi” bang cai
tén dy. SOng vdi cdi tén gia, “tdi” coi nhu khong con
ton tai trong ky tic cia ho nifa. Véi cdi tén gia, nguoi
ta c6 thé séng mot cudc doi hoan toan khdc, nhung
cai gid phai trd 1a mot doan doi trong réng khong thé
nao ldp day lai dugc. Va qua nhiing céi tén, ta con
“doc” dugc ngudn coi clia con ngudi, bing méi lién
hé véi ngdn ngit me dé. Theo cach d6, Gay Orlow
- ¢6 gai Nga khong dugc chinh quyén X6 viét cong
nhén tu cach kiéu dan sau Cich mang thang Mudoi
ndm 1917 da tling mang tén Nga la Galina Orlow, céi
tén lac mat mot cach c6 tinh khi c6 sang My réi dén
Phdp va két hon & moéi ddt nude ma co6 dén, nhu mot
nd lyc vo vong dé€ tim ldy mot qudc tich; Howard de
Luz - mot cai ho “nifa Anh... niia Phdp... hay Tdy Ban
Nha..”[*,tr.68] rit la lung da giap “t6i”
tich mot dong ho danh gid gio da lun bai; céi tén tuc
Pedro khién “t6i” dinh ninh minh la ngu6i Nam M.
Hanh trinh tim kiém minh ctia Guy la hanh trinh l4n

lan ra tung

theo nhiing vét ddu ngdn ngli. Nhiing céi tén, bing
moi lién hé v6i ngdn ngli me dé ctia con ngudi, trd
thanh d4u chi quan trong cho nhiing cudc hanh trinh

phéan nhiéu v6 dinh 4y. Tré di trd lai trong Phd ciia
nhitng ciia hiéu u t6i 13 4n tuong vé€ ngl 4m, hay chinh
xdc hon 1a ndi 4m anh ngd 4m - nhing 4m thanh
danh thiic cam gidc vé€ mot qué khit nao ddy khong
ro rét. Khi nghe cdi tén Stioppa lan dau tién, “t61”
lap tic phan doan “Cdn cif vao cdch Sonachitzé phdt
am chii do, chdc chdn dé la mot cdi tén Nga” [4,tr.27].
Giai diéu ctia mot ca khic vung Kavkaz khién “Dét
nhién t6i ciing xtic dong. Hinh nhu t6i c6 biét giai diéu
nay?[4,tr.27] Gip dugc Stioppa, 4n tugng ddu tién
clia “t6i” van 1a 4n tugng vé tiéng nodi - “y néi tiéng
Phdp khong chilt tro tre”[4,tr.43], 16i “Y phdt am cdi
ho dé theo cdch Nga. Nghe rdt ém: tiéng gid xdo xac
trong nhiing vom 14" [4,tr.44] Cai tén Nga, giai diéu
Nga dén nha tho Nga, tt ca nhiing chi tiét nho nhat dy

A

tré thanh ngon hai ding cho “t6i” boi ngugc chiéu ky
Uc, va qua that “t6i” da 1an dugc nhiing manh méi dau
tién. R6i dén Howard de Luz - mot cdi ho 1an 16n gitia
Anh, Phép va Tay Ban Nha - am thanh m¢ét 14n nita
danh thtc ky tc. Ngay ca 161 phat &m giup ngudi ta
it nhiéu 14n ra manh méi vé€ nhiing ton tai con ngudi.
“Toi thich cdi cdch ba phdt dm ho t6i, t6i bdo ba. Diéu
dé la khé doi véi mot ngudi Phdp... Nhung ba viét né
nhu thé nao? Khi viét chii do, bao gid ngudi ta ciing

2 »

mdc 16i chinh td..”[*,tr.124] Bing cach bam viu vio
nhiing chi tiét rat nho nhu thé, Guy Roland da tim ra
dugc Pedro McEvoy.

Tu nhiing ho tén gia tam - nhiing chi din mao hé, “t61”
14n ra khong it nhiing con ngudi tiing (hodc chic hdn
da tling) ton tai. Pedro McEvoy la mdt ga ngusi Nam
My - gia thuyét nay hop ly héa su xuat hién ctia ga &
cdng su quan nudc Cong hoa Dominica, Gay Orlow
tiing 1a ngusi My hay Denise Yvette Coudreuse c6 ho
tén thuin Phap mang qudc tich Phap... Khi ngudi ta
danh mat tén minh réi chon 1y mot cai tén gia tam, du
la bdi nguyén nhan nao di nia, thi cing déng nghia
v6i viéc ho xda di sy ton tai clia minh trong ky tic mot
cdng dong ngudi nhit dinh. O chiéu ngugc lai, mot
cdng dong mat di dong nghia véi su mat mat nhiing
cdi tén hay tham chila nhiing phan doi gan b6 vdi cai
tén 4y, voi cong dong dy - nhu cdi cach ma nguoi dan
ong Nga tén Stioppa tht nhén khong con quen dugc
goi 1a Stioppa. Ong 12 mot thanh vién trong cudc Di
Trd, 1a mét phan ctia cong dong ngudi Nga luu vong
khong c6 tu cach ki€u dan tai Phép va cong dong do
dang dé4n bién mit... nén ciing ching con ai dé goi tén
ong. Bai da 4n minh vao nhiing cdi tén gia tam nén

2 )

ca “toi

A2

lan rat nhiéu ngudi “to1” gdp trén hanh trinh
tim kiém bén thé ctia minh déu la nhiing con ngudi
thét lac: ho khong con dugc cong dong nhé dén. Su
dit gdy ngén ngi nay cing goi dén dit gay truyén
thong véin hoa trong nhiing cdng dong luu vong noi
chung. Khi nhiing ngudi luu vong bit ddu ndi tiéng
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nudc s6 tai (hodc tiéng Anh - thi tiéng phd bién nhit
trong béi canh toan cau héa hién nay), ngoén ngi me
dé cang v€ nhiing thé€ hé sau cang mai mot va rét cuc,
$& ¢4 nhiing thé hé luu vong vita khong con hiéu hét
tiéng noi ctia d4t nudc minh vita khong hiéu duge con
cai minh, bdi ching da hoan toan dung tiéng nudc s
tai nhu l1a ng6n ngti me dé duy nhat. Cén luu y ring
hanh trinh cta hai chit luu vong “ti¥ viéc dugc hiéu mot
nhu mot thudt ngit chi dén nhiing hinh thiic phan tdn
va di cu cia ngudi Do Thdi, [...] hién da dugc sii dung
dé khdi qudt hién tugng di trii ciia lodi ngudi tir khdp
noi va trén moi khong gian lanh thé”>, va rit c6 thé
chinh gia dinh Do Thai mang ho Modiano tii Tuscany
14 mot dién hinh luu vong nhu thé, c6i nguén cho ndi
dau d4u ban thé Do Théi dai ddng trong céc sing tac
ctia Patrick Modiano.

That lac ky Gic va that lac qué huong

Song hanh cung nhiing céi tén thit lac 13 nhiing ky tic
thét lac. “To6i” mac chiing mét tri nhé cach day muoi
ndm, mét cach hét sic dot ngdt, bién mit cing véi
tri nhé d6 la cdi tén, cai toi va tat cd nhiing con nguoi
thudc vé thoi gian 4y. Hinh tugng nhén vat mét tri trg
di tré lai trong tiéu thuyét Patrick Modiano; & Phd ciia
nhiing cita hiéu t6i, c6 it nhét hai con ngudi mét tri c§
ging di tim qud khd ctia minh - 1a “t61” va Hutte, vi
thdm tt tu gia nua mét mai da tiing la mot nam tudc
viing Baltic dep trai. Va c6 phai 1a ngau nhién khong
khi doan ky tc that lac ctia “t6i” lai gdn v6i qué nhiéu
nhiing di kién quan trong - tén ho, qudc tich, nhiing
con ngudi tiing gan bo, cudc vugt bién bit thanh hong
chay trén khoi mot Paris da khong con an toan...2 Co
phai, tinh trang mat tri cing mot cach phan khang
trudc nhiing bién ¢6 kinh khiing cua lich str?

Con ngudi that lac ky tic trong Phd ctia nhiing clia hiéu
u t0i vudng lai trong nhiing nép gip cta thoi gian va
khong gian. Thoi gian ctia Pho ciia nhiing cita hiéu
u t6i thudc vé mot thoi ky nhiéu bién dong: tii thoi
Vichy dén khoang nhiing ndm 1965. Vung Chiém
dong ngay cang md rong dong nghia véi tinh trang
bu nhin dén gin nhu tuyét d6i ctia chinh pht Vichy,
nhiing cudc lung bit ngudi Do Thii ma ca quin doi
Phat xit va chinh pht Vichy déu du phan, réi cudc
d6 bo ctia quan Pong Minh giai phong Paris, nhiing
hoang tan hu chién va ca nhiing cudc chia tay cta
nhiing con ngudi da gdp nhau trong béng tdi thoi
Chiém déng... Trong giai doan bién dong, nhiing bién
¢6 thudc vé ca nhan bi che ma boi nhiing sy kién lich
st, tao nén mot nghich ly ring ngudi ta c6 thé biét
rit nhiéu sy kién vé thoi ky 4y nhung lai khong thé
tim biét dugc gi vé ky tic ca nhdn minh. Néi 4m anh
nay ddc biét thé hién qua nhiing cudn Bottin - nhiing
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ghi chép hanh chinh vé ton tai con ngudi khong thé
giup lan ra manh méi nao vé ban thé. C6 rit nhiéu
ghi chép nhu thé trong Phé ciia nhiing ciia hiéu u t0i,
l3p di lap lai dén mic v6 vong va tao nén cam giac
ngot ngat. D6 la Gay Orlow véi quéc tich va nghé
nghiép khong xac dinh dit & My hay Phap; la dong
ho Howard de Luz v6i nhiing chi dan ct 14n lugt bién
mat, “Mot ngudi anh (hodc em) rugt? [...] Mot nguoi
anh (hodc em) ho?” [4,tr.80]; 1a Oleg de Wrédé “khong
xdc dinh dvige ngudi mang tén nay [...] cd thé dé la mot
tén gid hay tén mugn”[*,tr.160]; 1a Denise “hinh nhu
da lam viéc & tiém may [...] hinh nhu mdt tich trong
mot cudc toan tinh vigt bién trdi phép”[4,tr.180,181]...
Ky tic thu¢c vé nhiing ghi chép dy 1a mot thi ky tic phi
ca nhén, dang thic ky Gic ma Guy Debord phén tich
trong Xa hoi dién cdnh: “Cing vdi chit viét xudt hién
mot y thiic khong con dugc truyén tdi va truyén lai nita
trong quan hé truc tiép giita nhiing ngudi song: do la
mot ky tic phi cd nhan, tic la ky tic ciia b mdy cai tri
xd hoi”® Dén Phd clia nhitng ctia hi¢u u t6i, thi ky dc
phi ca nhan dang ra mang &m hudng quyén lyc ctia bd
mady hanh chinh, nhiing dién ngdn theo kiéu bién bién
dang ra phai cu thé, phai rd rang thi lai chi ddy nhiing
khoéng tring, ngap ngting, dut gay, véi day dic nhiing
ti tinh thdi t6 ddm cam gidc mo ho, tit chdi moi nd luc
truy vén tu phia cd nhan. Ngay thang dugc ghi chép
lai khong c6 y nghia gi trong né luc dinh vi mét con
ngudi gitta dong chdy mién vién thoi gian. Va nhu
mot hé qua tit yéu khi con ngudi chi con ndm dugc
nhiing mdc thai gian va nhiing sy kién khong néi lén
dugc diéu gi, nhan thiic vé thoi gian dy chi khién ho
cang bat tin hon véi tri gidc cta chinh minh, chi dé
ho mit mu trong cac nién dai dugc ghi chép lai ma
théi. Vi tuyén tinh (theo chiéu tién t6i trong cudc
hanh trinh di tim ban thé ctia Guy Roland va qua thét
& cubi tiéu thuyét, nhan vat c6 vé da dén gin hon véi
muc tiéu ctia minh - ddy 1a con phé mang tén “Phé ctia
nhiing ctia hiéu t6i” ma cdi ngudi rit c6 thé la anh ta
tiing &), viia phi tuyén tinh (dugc tdi hién theo dong
y thiic va nhiing ky tic chép chon ctia Guy, muc tiéu
cén dat t6i dang ra phai ¢ trudc mat thilai qua khi sau
lung), thoi gian nghé thuat trong Phé ciia nhiing ctia
hi¢u u t6i thudc kiéu thoi gian tuin hoan, chong 1an
1én nhau, nhoe nhap vao nhau va khong dang tin cdy,
nhiét 1 khi nhiing ton tai con ngudi that sy trong thoi
gian d6 chi dugc ghi lai bang ky tic - mét thi phuong
tién gan nhu khong con stic manh, khi cht thé ctia n6
déu 13 nhiing con ngusi da it nhiéu ddanh mat y thitc
ctia minh.

Tuong tu nhu thé, khong gian trong Phé ciia nhiing
ctia hiéu u t6i la khong gian mé cung. Van la Paris,
nhung khong c¢6 Nha thd Diic Ba ndi tiéng, dong song
Seine hay dai 10 Champs Elysée chi thoang qua, nhat
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nhoa; Paris dy viia quen thu¢c viia xa la. Tinh chat mé
cung théhién trong nhiing tén phd, tén khach san, tén
tiém ca phé... dugc liét ké chi tiét nhunglai khéng dan
nhan vét va ca doc gia dén mot két luan ro6 rang nao.
Patrick Modiano bi 4m anh boi nhiing khong gian
d6 thi Paris, dong thoi chiu anh huéng ré nét cua ly
tudng troi dat - mot “kj thudt dé nhanh chéng chuyén
minh vao nhiing khong gian khdc nhaw” (“a technique
of rapid passage through varied ambiences”)” til triét
hoc Guy Debord. Ton tai, ban thé va ky tc déu trong
tiéu thuyét Modiano gan chit v6i khong gian, thdm
dam tinh than khong gian va bdi thé, v6i nhiing nhan
vat ctia Modiano, tim kiém ky tc, tim kiém ban thé
hay tim kiém qué huong thét lac truéc hét 1a phai dt
minh trong khong gian qua khi. Ca hai con ngudi
thétlac ky tic trong Phd ciia nhiing ciia hiéu u t6i chinh
vi viy déu chon tré vé€ véi thanh phé ctia minh - néu
Hutte quay vé€ véi thanh phé Nice ctia 6ng, xin mét
chén th thu va c6 ging trai nghiém thanh phé d6 dé
tim lai chinh minh trong qua kht thi “t6i” mo mam
gitia mé cung Paris, tim lai nhiing dia chi minh tiing
gin bo, hong dé cdi hon ctia khong gian “dénh thic”
lai nhiing ky tic méit mat.

Trong nhiéu ngay, t6i da di ngang doc khdp qudn XVI
vi con phd lang Ié giiia hai hang cdy ma t6i thdy trong
ky niém, ting vdi nhiing con phd trong khu nay. Toi
nhu ngudi tim mach nudc rinh ngéng ting dao dong
nhé ciia con ldc cdm xq. Toi diing canh méi ddu phé,
hy vong dam cdy c6i, nha ciia gdy cho t6i mot cii trong
tim. Toi ngé minh da cdm thdy né 6 nga tu phé Molitor
va Mirabeau va bong nhién t6i ddm chdc la dao dy, t6i
nao t6i cing quanh qudn & ddy sau khi ra khéi cong sit
qudn. [4,tr.169]

Thé nhung, nhiing khong gian &y khong phai la bat
bién, nhit la qua nhiing b€ dau lich stt. Nhiing dia
danh lién tyc xudt hién nhung khéng mang y nghia
“danh thuc”, chi cang t6 ddm thém cadm thic vé tinh
thé réi rim mét phuong huéng ctia nhan vét gitia mé
cung. Khong gian tudng nhu ¢6 dinh nhung day bién
do, nhiing vét ddu gin vdi ton tai con ngudi dan bién
mat - d6 la khach san Chicago khong con tén Chicago,
la tiém Graff hay khach san Lincoln déu khéng con
nita..., ddy nhiing cuc truy tim vao ngd cut va trdi
dat thanh ra v6 dinh, khi con ngudi troi dat chéng con
mot diém mdc dé ty neo minh.

Va khong chi c6 nhiing tén phd, tén khach san, tén
tiém ca phé & Paris dugc liét ké chi tiét, nhu mot
ddu chi va ciing nhu mot néi 4am dnh, khong gian
nghé thuét trong Pho ciia nhiing ciia hiéu u t6i con
c6 su rong m& dén vo cung, ndi két dén ca ngdi nha
g6 “Thép tu phuong Nam” (ban than céi tén nay da
goi nhé vé nhiing cudc vién chinh khién hang ha con
ngudi mai mai thatlac qué huong), dén bién gidi Phap

- Thuy Si, dén Nice, dén Mi, dén mot hon ddo nao
d6 trén Thai Binh Duong ménh moéng... Con ngudi
dich chuyén gitta nhiing khong gian 4y nhu trong
du ndm duogc

A2

mot chuyén hanh trinh v6 dinh; “toi
nhiing céi tén, nhiing manh méi trong cic Bottin,
nhiing ngudi quen biét ci... vin khong thé tai hién
dugc tron ven cudc hanh trinh ctia bat ¢t ai, ké ca cai
dinh
ninh ring d6 chinh 1a minh. Dich chuyén lién tuc gitia

AD X

con ngudi mang tén Pedro McEvoy ma “t6i” va

nhiing xd s xa la nhu thé, nhin vét trong Phd ciia
nhiing ciia hiéu u t6i 1a nhiing con ngudi khong cé
dat nuéc. Khong chi c6 Gay Orlow va nhiing ngudi
Di Trt khong dugc chinh quyén X6 viét thita nhan tu
céach kiéu dan la mat di quoc tich Nga ctia minh, hay
“t61” mang céi tén Nam My Pedro McEvoy va rét c6
thé la mot ngusi Dominica hay Argentina song luu
vong... ma chinh nhiing nguoi s6ng trén dat Phap,
¢6 ho chiéu Phép nhu Denise cling phai ch6i bo qué
huong, vugt bién sang Thuy Si dé tim kiém sy an toan.
Mot lan nita cau chuyén vugt bién ctia Denise ggi nhéc
day dut dén nhiing ngudi ti nan khip noi trén thé gisi
hién nay - ho hdu nhu khéng cé quyén lua chon, chi
¢6 thé hanh dong theo ban ning sinh tén. Nhung du
cha dong hay bi ddng, nhiing con ngudi nhu thé van
da roi vao tinh canh that lac quoc gia, thét lac cd mot
phén ban thé gan véi qudc gia 6. Tinh chét that lac
dugc nhan thic mot cach day diit qua cai cach Stioppa
nébivé cudc Di Tr - mot sy kién lich st da tao nén mot
cdng dong nhiing con ngudi khong dugce thiia nhén tu
cach kiéu dan tap trung quanh ngdi nha thd Nga nhu
bam viu 14y chiéc phao ctiu sinh cudi cung. “Phdn
I6n nhitng nguidi goi toi la Stioppa déu da chét. Nhiing
ngudi con lai hin dém trén ddu ngon tay?[*tr.44]

CON NGU®I THAT LAC - MOT “SAN
PHAM” CUA LICH SU

That lac nhu mét san pham caa lich st ca
nhan

Cian bénh maét tri nhé khong that su 1a mot dé tai
trong van chuong, con nhiing con ngudi that lac lai
khong phdi dén Patrick Modiano méi cé. Y niém vé
su that lac ban thé hay su lac loai, ctia cd cd nhén va
cong dong, déu da tling xuit hién trudc do, nhu trong
Nhén gian thdt cdch (Dazai Osamu) hay trong cc tac
phdm vé “thé hé mit mat” ctia Enerst Hemingway...
Hinh tugng con ngudi thét lac trong Phd cila nhiing
ctia hiéu u téi khac biét boi nhiing nét cong hudng tu
hoan canh nudc Phap ntta dau thé ky XX 1an nhiing &n
tc ca nhén cta chinh Patrick Modiano - mét dai dién
cho nhiing con ngudi dugc sinh ra trong hén mang
lich st
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Véi Patrick Modiano, ndi 4m anh that lac c6 1é khaoi
ngudn ti lich st ¢4 nhén, ti nhiing &n tc tudi tho ctia
dua tré thudc cdng dong Do Thai thiéu s6, thiéu ving
tinh cam va sy gin két gia dinh, sém mat di nguoi
em trai thin thiét... va nhdt la ti trong nguén cdi -
mot dong ho gdm nhiing con ngudi da mang lay s6
phén 1a ké di dan phiéu bat, d€ tii d6 nha van miét
mai hanh trinh dinh vi ban thé va dong mau Do Thai
clia minh gitta thé giéi hén don. Nhiing thong tin vé
cudc doi dng - ring cha 1a mot ngudi dan 6ng giang
ho tit chiéng hay me la mot dién vién ray day mai do,
ngudi em trai Rudy mét qud sém va ban than nha vian
phai s6ng qua nhiing thang nay luin chuyén tit nha
ngudi than nay dén nha ngusi than khac, ti ky tic xa
nay dén ky tic xd khéc... - déu di qua phé bién, nhung
dang tin cay va can dugc vién din nhit, mot 14n nita
c6 1é chinh 1a 16i tu sy ctia dng trong dién tii tai Vién
Han l14m Thuy Dién.

Khi con nhé thong thudng nhdt la t6i thdy minh xa cha
me, & nha nhiing ngudi ban than ma cha me toi gui
gdm va t6i chdng hé than quen chiit ndo, va cit thé trong
nhiing ndi chon va nhiing cin nha tiép theo nhau. Ngay
liic d6, mot diia bé chdng ngac nhién gi hét, va ngay cd
trudng hgp trong nhiing tinh hudng la ldm nhdt diéu
dé doi vdi dita bé dudng nhu la hoan toan ty nhién.
Chi mai vé sau nay thdi tho du ciia t6i mdi hién ra ld
bi dn déi vdi t6i va t6i cO rdn siic d€ tim biét thém vé
nhiing con ngudi khdc bi¢t nay ma cha me t6i da giao
phé t6i cho ho va nhitng ndi chén khdc biét doi thay
khong ngiing nay. !

An tugng tudi tho - vé tinh trang thiéu thén dugc
nhin nhéan nhu la hoan toan tu nhién, vé€ nhiing con
ngudi xudt hién ngay budi dau doi nhung hét siic bi
4n, gdn nhu hoan toan bi &n - dong vai trd quan trong
tao nén cam quan nghé thuat dic trung ctia Patrick
Modiano: Thé gi6i 13 mét ndi mo hd va con ngusi
khong ngting hoai nghi, khong ngting tim kiém. Nha
van khong truc tiép trai nghiém Paris thdi ky Chiém
dong; nhiing gi 0ng tai tao trong tdc phdm ctia minh
14 nhiing gi ma 6ng cdm nhén, hay néi cich khéc, tiéu
thuyét cia Modiano 1a mét thi hién thuc tdm hon -
nhiing ghi chép lich st “thudn” sy kién khiic xa qua céi
nhin ctia nha van, dé cudi cung hién 1én trang gidy. Va
cai nhin 4y, tu thin no, viia 13 Iya chon, viia thudc vé
ban thé ngudi nghé si. V6i modt nén tang chénh chao
luu lac ngay tit thoi tho 4u, tinh trang thit lac hén da
an siu vao tiém thic nha vin mot cach ty nhién, dé
roi khi nhin lai cudc doi ctia minh va nhiing nguoi
thudc thé hé minh, Patrick Modiano da chop ngay ldy
cdi phdn mong manh, bi 4n va khé ndm bét nhit -
la nhiing than phan thit lac, nhiing con ngudi ton tai
bén ngoai thoi gian va ngoai tit cd nhiing phuong tién
luu déu sy ton tai ctia ho. Nhiing con ngudi nhu thé,
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dé€ tim thdy dugc, khong thé nao va khong bao gid 1a
bang mot phuong tién nao khac, ngoai ky uc.

That lac nhu mét san pham cta lich sir céng
dong

Patrick Modiano di - bing tim hon minh - trai qua
Thé chién thi hai, qua nhiing cudc truy lung tan sit
ngudi Do Thii. O d6 ndi day dit can cudc ci nhan
gdp g& nhiing vét dut gay trong tdm hon cta ca cdng
dong, d€ nhiing cudc va cham, xung dot va tan ra
trong lich sti cong dong néi ti€p nhau ma céi that lac
ctia nhén vét trong Phé ciia nhiing ctia hiéu u t6i ra
thim thim. O thi hién tai, sé thit khé hinh dung sy
ton tai clia cd mot cong dong ngudi khong co ky tc,
stt dung gifly t6 ho chiéu gia, s6ng md d4m bang viéc
moi gidi hay nhiing vy dp phe... - nhu cong dong ma
“t61” 14n theo trong cu¢c hanh trinh tim kiém ban thé
thét lac ctia minh. Tuy nhién, dit cdu chuyén trong
Phé ciia nhiing cita hiéu u t6i vao b6i canh lich st - xa
hoi ctia né, cau chuyén bong dung hop ly. D6 1a nuée
Phaép trong thai ky Chiém déng - thai ky x4 hoi bi chia
ré gitia phe chdng phat xit, phe Cong tic, cong dong
Do Thdi, va ca nhiing nguéi trung 14p. Nguoi ta du
thudc phe nao cling khong khoi bi dm dnh béi nhiing
su bién mét, nhiing cudc bt bé vd cb, nhiing 16i t6
gidc sau lung... Paris thoi bdy gio 1a noi gép g6 cla
nhiing ké ti chiéng - ngudi Phap tu cac tinh, nhiing
ngudi Di Tra tli Nga sau Cach mang thang Mu6i ndm
1917, nhiing ngudi Nam My, Hy Lap, Y... Trong mot
thé giéi ghép ndi tlii qua nhiéu nhiing manh ghép vo
dinh, dudng nhu ching c6 diéu gi la chic chin. Diéu
d¢ ly giai tai sao nhiing nhan vat trong Phd cila nhiing
ctia hiéu u t6i lai dé dang chip nhén dén thé tinh trang
chéng chénh ctia minh hay sy bién mat khong thé ly
gidi ctia nhiing ngudi xung quanh. Véi thé hé nhiing
nha vén sinh ra trong hodc ngay sau thoi ky Chiém
dé6ng tai Phép, hanh trinh “thdm hiém” lich st dong
thoi 1a hanh trinh tim kiém ban thé. “.. nhing sy
thdt bi che gidu dy chinh la nhiing trdi nghiém ciia cha
me ho vé chién tranh va thdi Chiém dong, nhiing diéu
ma chinh st khong nhdc dén. Cudc tim kiém bdn thé
khién sdng tdc ciia Patrick Modiano (sinh nam 1945)
tré thanh mot nhiing sdng tdc tiéu biéu nhdt ciia vin
chuiong nhiing ndm 1970” (“these hidden realities were
those of their own parents’ experience of war and Oc-
cupation, which official history had silenced”).®

Nhic dén cam thiic mat mat trong mdi lién hé véi
chién tranh, kho c6 thé bd quén “thé hé mit mat”
cta Ernest Hemingway - mot hién tugng van hoa dic
trung sau Thé chién thi nhat. Hemingway va Modi-
ano gip g& 6 ndi 4m anh mit mat, sy bat toan nhu
la mot di chiing cta chién tranh. “Thé hé mat mat”
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ctia Hemingway - nhiing con nguoi di qua mot (hoac
ca hai) 1an Thé chién - mét di su ngay tho, Iy tuéng
va nhiét tinh trong khdc nghiét chién tranh. Nhung
Hemingway la mdt ngudi My, ong budc ra khoi chién
tranh v6i tu cach ngudi chién thing, va tinh trang
chong chénh bdi ngay tho, Iy tudng hay nhiét tinh mét
mat da lai dugc can bang bang niém tin vao chinh
minh (nhu di thé hién & Ong gid va bién cd, trong
d6 nghi lyc ctia 6ng gia Santiago da chién thing hoan
canh dé giti ldy gidc mo vé nhiing diéu ky vi). Trong
khi d6, Patrick Modiano khong truc tiép trai nghiém
chién tranh, ong sinh nam 1945 - cing la ndm ma
nhiing ngudi My nhu Hemingway da tham gia giai
phong Paris. Nhiing dtta tré cta thoi dai 4y bi am
dnh béi mic cdm ring minh 13 san phdm cua thoi
ky Chiém déng - mot thai ky dang quén, va bgi thé
khoéng thé c6 niém tin vao chinh sy ton tai cia minh.
Cai cdch ma nhiing nhan vét trong Phd ciia nhiing
ciia hiéu u toi nhic vé thoi Chiém dong thé hién ré
quan niém cta ho vé giai doan nay - nhiing khach
san khong con 14y mot phong réi “do hoan cdnh...”
[4,tr.202], “Cang ngay toi cang it ddm di ra phé... [...]
C6 nhiing hom téi sg dén néi cii nam i tai givong...”
[4,tr.175]. Nhiing d4u chdm lting kéo dai cau vin lién
tuc xudt hién via thé hién nbi ngap ngiing e sg, viia
chi mot sy ngdm hiéu trong bau khong khi chung cta
mot Paris ctia nhiing gidc mo x4u véi ndi sg hai im
ling chon von, vita c6 thé1a mot sy né tranh nhic dén.
Bai d6 1a moét vét nho cua nude Phap, tha d6 ctia mot
dat nudc tling la d€ qudc hang dau lai ¢6 luc bi quan
phat xit chiém déng, nhiing con ngudi mang qudc tich
Phép khong con an toan trén chinh dit nudc ctia minh
va luon luén phai tim cach trén chay. Dia tré sinh ra
trong bong t6i ctia thoi ky Chiém dong Patrick Modi-
ano luén dm anh vé sy ra doi ctia minh.

Trong cdi Paris ctia gidc md xdu dy [...] nhiing cudc
gap ga tinh c§ xdy ra giita nhiing con ngudi chdng bao
gid cham mdt nhau trong thoi binh, nhiing cudc tinh
mong manh ndy sinh trong béng t6i ciia gidi nghiém
ma ngudi ta khong chdc cé bao gio gdp lai nhitng ngay
vé sau. Va chinh tiép noi nhiing cudc gip g chdng cé
ngay mai nay, va doi khi tit nhiing cudc gap go xdu nay,
ma sau d6 nhiing diia tré ra doi. D6 la ly do tai sao
Paris thdi chiém dong ludn ludn doi véi téi giong nhu
mot cdi dém nguyén thity. Khong cé né toi sé ching bao
gio dvigc sinh ra doi. !

Mang theo néi mic cim 4y, Patrick Modiano, nhiing
nhén vét trong Pho ciia nhiing ciia hiéu u t0i noi riéng
va trong ti€u thuyét ctia 6ng noi chung déu la nhiing
con ngudi mat mat, mat mat ca niém tin vao chinh
minh, vao ban thé ctia minh. “Tinh trang bdt 6n,
khong chdc chdn - cd trong ngén ngt, vin héa, chinh
tri va nhdt la bdn thé - la nhing di chiing lau dai ma

chién chién dé lai trong nhiing nguoi k€ ddy bdn khodn
trong van chuong Modiano” (“Instability and uncer-
tainty - at the level of language, culture, politics, and
especially identity - are one of the lasting legacies of the
war, for Modiano’s uneasy narrators”)°. Trong thé giGi
van chuong 4y, con ngudi tht lac trong mé cung cuia
ca thoi gian va khong gian, ma khong tim thdy mot
ché dya khé di. D6 clinglaly do ma nhiing con ngudi
nhu thé bi 4m anh véi cén tinh, véi ho tich, véi ky tc
va lich st - boi d6 la nhiing yéu t6 co ban dam bao cho
ho quyén ton tai, mot cach “danh chinh ngon thuan’,
dugc ghi nhén va dugc thita nhin, d€ khong phai mai
miét trén chay trong béng t6i ctia nhiing viing trung
tinh.

KET LUAN

Thatlac danh tinh, thitlacky tc, thatlac cd nhiing yéu
t6 co ban nhét d€ ching minh cho hién httu, nhiing
ddu chi mo ho, nhiing 16p thoi gian nhoe nhip va
nhiing cudc tim kiém vo vong... d6 1a nhiing vét ddu
that lac hin 1én mdi nhan vat trong Phé cila nhiing
ctia hi¢u u t6i. Cudn tiéu thuyét, ciing nhu hau hét
cac tac phdm khac ctia Patrick Modiano, déu c6 dung
lugng khong 16n, nhung phai ddt dung vao phéi cinh
vin héa ctia nuée Phap thai ky Chiém doéng mdi thay
anh 1én tron ven néi day dit nhén sinh. Va theo cach
d6 méi thdy dugc diém gép gd gitia nhiing con ngudi
Paris thoi Chiém dong trong tiéu thuyét Modiano va
phan con lai cta thé gisi - nhét la nhiing con nguoi,
nhiing dan toc da tiing hay van dang phai chién ddu
dé giti 14y nhiing nén tang hién hitu cho minh. Nhiing
tac phdm 16n ludn ludn 14 thé, vita cho ty ngd, vita cho
tha nhan, viia 13 cu chuyén mot thoi, viia xuyén sudt
chiéu dai ton tai nhan loai.

LOI CAM ON

To6i xin chan thanh cdm on ThS. Tran Tinh Vy -
ngudi huéng dan khoa hoc diu tién dua toi dén véi
tiéu thuyét Patrick Modiano, GS.TS. Phan Thu Hién -
nguoi dinh hinh cho nhiing y tudng vé con nguoi that
lac va dic biét la PGS.TS. Nguyén Hitu Hiéu - ngudi
truc ti€p hudng dan toi trong sudt qua trinh nghién
ctiu, hoc tap. Toi cling xin cdm on gia dinh va rat
nhiéu ban bé nhiét tinh da dong vién, hd trg t6i hoan
thanh bai viét nay.

TUYEN BO XUNG DOT LO1 iCH

Tac gia xin cam doan khong c6 xung do6t vé lgi ich
trong cong b bai bao.

PONG GOP CUA TAC GIA

Tac gia thuc hién toan b nghién ctu trong bai viét.
Bai viét thé hién cich nhin nhén cta tac gia déi véi
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hinh tugng con ngudi that lac trong tiéu thuyét Pho
ctia nhiing ctia hiéu u t6i cta Patrick Modiano trén
cac phuong dién bi€u hién va ban chét caa sy thit lac;
budc ddu van dung cach doc vin héa hoc d6i véi mot
hién tugng van hoc dong thai dua ra mét hudng tiép
cin moi d6i véi thé gidi nghé thuat cia Modiano.
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ABSTRACT

For the Nobel Literature Prize being rewarded to him in 2014, Patrick Modiano is among the most
popular French novelists allover the world. In Vietnam, many books of his have been translated and
Use your smartphone to scan this published, especially since the year of his Nobel Prize, leading to many reviews and comments in
QR code and download this article newspapers and social networks. In addition, his novels have been interesting subjects to many
studies in universities. However, we tend to pay more attention to his “art of memory" and his
obvious obsession to history, memories, identities, the feeling of loss, etc. without paying attention
to the loss itself, which makes it hard to deeply understand both his works and his world. In this
article, we try to examine the loss in one of his most well-known novels, Missing Person (original Rue
des Boutiques Obscures in French, which brought him the Goncourt Prize in 1978), to get a thorough
understanding of this theme in his writings. By examining the characters and their being lost in
Missing Person in terms of memory, language and nationality as well as seeing their state in the
relations to cultural and historic events then (in the Occupation and about ten years later in France),
we try not only to completely depict their loss but also to get things clearly explained. From the lost
men in Missing Person, we also expect to point out humans' close connections to their community,
their mother tongue language and their nation, showing how vulnerable they are through historic
events. From this point of view, Modiano's missing person is a victim of history — just like many
refugees today. Therefore, his writings not only are something from the past, not only belong to
the past, but also are attached to our present and towards the future. stdj@vnuhcm.edu.vn
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